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My dear Skålleagues,

For many a year, we said to each other: 
‘how quickly the year has gone by, with 
the blink of an eye’. But for 2021, many 
may not share the same sentiment.

After the most paralysing of 2020 
lockdowns, the most awful overgrown 
hairstyles and facial hair growth that 
would put ‘Rip Van Winkle’ to shame, 
we thought 2021 would be a year of 
sunshine. Instead, the year moved ahead 
with a painfully slow pace riddled with 
multiple Covid-19 waves, fears of ‘oxygen’ 
short-supply at hospitals, near-stagnant 
domestic, corporate, and MICE travel, 
lacklustre leisure group movements, and 
continued freeze on global leisure travel. 
In short, it was another lost year.

The so-called ‘revenge tourism’ that 
would boost domestic travel only helped 
tide over a few weeks of business during 
the festive period of Diwali. We are now 
hoping Christmas and New Year will bring 
some cheer to the hospitality and travel 
trade industry. But with Omicron doing 
the rounds and states adding to curfews 
and limitations on congregations, I am 
most concerned.

With ‘eyes wide open’ we await 2022 
with a heady mixture of anxiety and 
anticipation. Questions fill our minds 
– will the pandemic finally be brought 
under control; will the buoyant stock 
markets finally translate into business 
for travel agents and hoteliers; will the 
‘air bubble agreements’ finally be lifted; 
will international travel rebound; will 
domestic travel go beyond booking 
online to actually buying packages from 
our travel trade, and so on. This is indeed 
a time when strong leadership is needed 
at the helm of associations globally and 
more so even at Skål – at the international, 
national and club level.

The recent Skål International elections 
processes will not be opined upon. 
But I am happy to state that we can 
expect many positive developments 
from President Elect Sk. Burcin Tukkran 
and her Executive Board. As with many 
members, I too had the opportunity 
to read in detail her mission, vision, 
and revival manifesto. Having had the 
opportunity to converse with her on a few 
treasured occasions, I can safely say that 

we should expect a fast-paced period 
of activity under her watch. Relevant 
experience, tested leadership, grit and 
determination are very much her traits 
that will help achieve her ‘to do’ list.

Onto the domestic arena, I am happy to 
note that several of our Club leaders have 
pursued a second term – much needed, 
if the work they set out to achieve could 
not be completed due to repeated 
pandemic-related hindrances. Each of 
these leaders led their teams through 
several member engagements, CSR, and 
knowledge sessions. With their second 
term, we can look forward to stronger 
and more robust clubs in the New Year.

For far too long, I have heard candidates 
at various elections claim how many 
congresses they attended, or the amount 
spent on their travel. As mentioned in last 
month’s address, we need to ‘make in 
India’ and also ‘export to the word’ which 
fits in with global congress attendance. 
But we should inculcate amongst our 
current and aspiring leaders the practice 
of sharing a business plan if not at least 
a manifesto that describes what will be 
achieved if elected.

That brings me to the subject of 
Skål India progress for the month of 
December. On behalf of Skål India’s 
National Team, I am happy to report that 
we now have a redefined website (www.
skalindia.org) where you could read up 
on the leadership teams profiles, know 
more about our sponsors and catch up 
on KOTIN online. As we move onto the 
2nd stage of development, we will have 
job offers for Young Skål, a local Club 
events tracker, and even a more detailed 
member business outreach programme.

Staying within the framework of helping 
member businesses grow, Skål India 
National Board signed an MoU with 
Informa Markets for SATTE 2022 to 

launch a hosted buyer program for INR 
5,000 only. We are confident that our 
travel agent & tour operator members 
across clubs will utilise this opportunity 
to network with sellers from across India.

Skål India & Travel World Online will in 
the New Year announce the mechanics 
of an MoU that was signed earlier this 
month. The mobile app (IPhone and 
android) will have a bouquet of services 
that will help better communication 
between the National Board and all India 
members, between the local Club Board 
and its membership and onto a B2B 
marketplace.

As we close the December issue of 
KOTIN, on behalf of the National Board, 
I would like to thank the Club Presidents 
and their leadership teams for supporting 
and sharing in the vision and mission of 
the National Team despite the adverse 
market conditions. Together with the 
local clubs we were able to deliver on our 
sponsors obligations and secure funds 
to spearhead the process of regrouping 
and recovery.

I would also like to thank our Editor Ivor 
Vaz and page designer Sushil for their 
tireless and honorary service to Skål 
India’s National Board and to our over 
1,350 members across India. Well done 
guys. Because of the two of you, we are 
one of very select few associations who 
successfully manage to bring out a full-
fledged association magazine.

The Skål India National Board and I 
wish each of you ‘Happy Holidays’ and 
the very best of happiness, good health, 
friendship and long life. Skål!
Sincerely,

Carl Vaz
President
Skål International  
India
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new identity, which encompasses a 
new logo, website, stationery, email 
look and feel, and the like. National 
President Sk. Carl says: “The best 
brands are those which are simple to 
understand, and tell a great story. What 
better way to grow our movement in 
India, than with a heartfelt connection 
to our roots, the social fabric of our 
clubs – united in spirit, and devoted to 
spreading the vision of doing business 
among friends.”

The new website – www.skalindia.
org – follows the new brand identity 
of Skål India. Our new brand identity 
recognises the beauty, history and 
diversity of India’s fabrics and prints. 
An amalgam of the distinctive styles 
of each region we are located in, each 
club’s print is an integral part of the 
social fabric of Skål International India. 
The imagery can also be extended as 
we bring in new clubs across India, by 
recognising their local traditions and 
artisans. The identity of Skål India 
derives from the individual identity of 
its clubs and to form the social fabric of 
1,300 Skålleagues across the country.

The new website imbibes opportunities 
to do business among friends. With a 
marked focus on the end consumer, 
the aim is to bring customers to our 

members and vice versa. The fresh 
look on the home page, accompanied 
by a vibrant video banner – allows for 
some excitement every time one logs 
on – with a slightly different experience 
on each visit.

There is plenty of space for our 
partners and sponsors too. With 
advertising spaces available all across 
the site, there is opportunity to bring 
forward new brands and experiences 
for the B2C audience. SkalIndia.org 
boasts a homepage level 1 banner for 
video and / or still imagery, button ads 
and a dropdown all hyperlinked to our 
partners and sponsors websites for 
maximum effectiveness. 

There is always space for news of 
relevance to our members, though! 
From the homepage message from 
the Skål India President, to the buttons 
linking to stories and information 
of interest to Skål India’s over 1,300 
members – there is something for 
every Skålleague, indeed. Watch out 
for even more exciting activations, 
as the member login pages go 
live very soon. A chance to 
build up our knowledge and 
network more effectively, 
doing business among 
friends.
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Skål IndIa 
GOES lIvE!

The official website of Skål India just went live. 
Now you meet your Board, can read the news, 

and learn about events organised by Skål India 
and its 15 clubs. Each issue of your favourite 

magazine cum newsletter KOTIN is also 
available for your perusal. All you need to do is 

log on to www.skalindia.org

India is recognised as one of the most 
diverse places on the planet. It’s a 
country of many languages, faiths, 

cultures and climates. India is all about 
the myriad experiences we provide 
every traveller. An ancient civilisation, 
in a young country, it is our social fabric 
which brings us together. With over 
1,300 Skålleagues across 15 Clubs in 14 
cities around India (and growing), Skål 
India is an important partner to our 
industry, encouraging its’ members to 
play their part as the ‘Voice of Tourism’ 
in the country.

We know Skål’s vision is to be a 
‘trusted voice in Tourism’, while ‘doing 
business among friends’. Our brand 
uses the colour blue to communicate 
values of stability and trustworthiness; 
incorporates straight edges into the 
logotype to convey strength and 
efficiency. We even adopt ‘sans serif’ 
fonts to give a sleek, modern look to 
our written communication. All these 
elements (and more) come together 
to support brand identity. Significant 
energy and resources have been spent 
by Skål International to develop a 

learn all your national Board on the Skål India Home Page



After a series of near misses, 
Skål Bhubaneswar finally 
kept its long-awaited date 
with destiny. On December 
2nd, it was instituted as Skål 

India’s 15th club, approximately two 
years after the launch of the country’s 
last chapter (Skål Mysuru) in 2019.

 Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty – a 
respected personality and successful 
entrepreneur in tourism, hospitality, 
and education sectors, with nearly four 
decades of business experience behind 
him was instituted as the founder 
President of Skål Bhubaneshwar. 
Sk. Debasish Mahapatra, the only 
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Jyoti Prakash Panigrahi, Minister of Tourism & Culture, Government of Odisha, lights the inaugural 
lamp, as Sk. Debasish Mahapatra, Sk. Venkat Reddy, Sk. Carl Vaz, Sk. Krishna Gopalan, Sk. 

Jitendra Kumar Mohanty, Sk. Shalini Charles Khanna and Sk. Sanjeev Mehra look on.

Skål India President Sk. Carl Vaz administers the oath to Skål 
Bhubaneswar President Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty

Skål Bhubaneswar President Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty 
administers the oath to Team Skål Bhubaneswar

December 2, 2021 will go down as a red letter 
day in Skål India history, as history was made 

with the launch of Skål Bhubaneswar,  
the country’s newest chapter. KOTIN Editor 

Ivor Vaz brings you the story, with a little 
history lesson as well…

A DATE 
WITh 

DESTInY
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member with previous Skål experience 
(with the Kolkata Club) was made 
Secretary. Debasish Patnaik was 
made Vice President, and Saurav Dash 
was appointed as Treasurer. Other 
prominent Board members include 
Sk. Raj Kishore Patra (Vice President), 
Raman Kumar Choudhary (Treasurer), 
Sk. Subrat Kumar Dash (Director – PR), 
and Sk. Amar Kumar Sahoo (Officer – 
Membership)

The event took place at Swosti 
Premium Hotel, Bhubaneswar. Sk. 
J.K. Mohanty, CMD, Swosti Group of 
Hotels, Resorts & Education took the 
oath as Club President in the presence 
of several Skål India National Board 
members, including President Sk. 
Carl Vaz, Vice President 1 Sk. Sanjeev 
Mehra, Vice President 2 Sk. Venkat 

Reddy, Secretary Sk. Krishna Gopalan, 
and Young Skål India Director Sk. 
Shalini Charles Khanna. The Chief 
Guest on the occasion was Jyoti 
Prakash Panigrahi, Minister of Tourism 
& Culture, Government of Odisha, who 
began proceedings by lighting the 
inaugural lamp.

The much-anticipated launch marks 
the beginning of an official association 
between the travel trade of Odisha 
and Skål International, an affiliated 
member of the UN World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO), whose 
mission is to promote the development 
of responsible, sustainable and 
accessible tourism, and adheres 
to the Global Code of Ethics. Skål 
International promotes global Tourism 
and friendship, embracing all sectors 
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“I know that Covid-19 has broken 
the spine of the tourism industry. 
However, the launch of our new club 
– Skål International Bhubaneswar, 
in December, is a sign of hope that 
demonstrates that we can all bounce 
back. With a variety of unique tourism 
products and the vast tourism potential 
of Odisha, the formation of our 
Bhubaneswar chapter will definitely 
take the tourism sector in Odisha 
to greater heights. We will go a long 
way in exchanging tourism business 
across the globe as well as attract 
huge investment opportunities for the 
development of tourism infrastructure 
in Odisha.”

– Jitendra Kumar Mohanty
President, Skål International Bhubaneswar (738)

It’s all official now! Skål Bhubaneswar President Sk. J.K. 
Mohanty gets his pin from Skål India President Sk. Carl Vaz

Jyoti Prakash Panigrahi, Minister of Tourism & Culture, 
Government of Odisha,delivers his address



A file photo of last December when Skål India President Sk. Carl Vaz and 
Skål India Committee head for Membership Sk. Anurag Gupta met up with 

Sk. Debasish Mahapatra and Sk. J.K. Mohanty in Bhubaneshwar

Bhubaneswar’s Story Of Near Misses
Exactly a year ago, sometime last 
December to be precise, Skål India 
National President Sk. Carl Vaz 
and Skål Bangalore President Sk. 
Anurag Gupta, who happens to be 
Committee Head for Membership at 
Skål India, visited Bhubaneswar to 
encourage the travel and hospitality 
sector leaders of the state of Odisha 
to launch their own Skål Club.

Speaking on the occasion, Sk. Carl 
stated: “It was indeed a pleasure 
to meet up with the members 
of Odisha’s travel industry. I look 
forward to the formation of the 
Skål Bhubaneswar chapter. I am 
confident that we can make the state 
of Odisha prominent for domestic 
and international tourism. Together 
we can achieve the impossible and 
prove that strong partnerships and 
friendships make India and our travel 
industry ever more resilient. Starting 

a new Skål India chapter despite all 
the pessimism in the travel industry 
will be a remarkable achievement.” 

It is understood that the original plan 
was to begin the launch process in 
early 2020. But then the Covid-19 
pandemic broke out in March 2020 
and all plans were cast aside. It was 
only after travel restrictions were 
lifted that National President Sk. 
Carl Vaz and National Membership 
Director Sk. Anurag Gupta were 
finally able to travel to Bhubaneswar 
in December 2020.

Then came the second wave of 
Covid-19, mightier and far more 
deadly than the first, wrecking all 
plans of an April launch for Skål 
Bhubaneswar. Amidst further 
postponements, the event 
was finally scheduled for 
December 2.

“We also seek the intervention of 
the State Tourism Minister to make 
Odisha Tourism an honorary member 
of Skål International India, and request 
the Minister to also be our Guest of 
Honour whenever Skål International 
has functions within the country and 
abroad,” he added.

Skål India membership gives global 
benefits to its clubs and members 
such as networking and doing business 
among friends globally. Skål India 
represents all facets of tourism with 
members from up to 42 branches of 
the country. It consists of over 1,300 
members across 15 chapters in 14 cities.
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of the tourism industry. It is the 
only international group uniting all 
branches of the travel-tourism and 
hospitality sector. Founded in 1934, 
it has over 13,000 members, who do 
business among friends across 350 
Skål clubs in over 100 countries.

Speaking on the occasion, newly-

ordained Skål Bhubaneswar President 
J.K. Mohanty said: “Our vision is to be a 
trusted voice in the travel and tourism 
industry, through our leadership, 
professionalism and friendship. 
Our mission is to work together 
to enhance our vision, maximise 
networking opportunities and develop 
a responsible tourism industry.”

Skål Bhubaneswar Secretary Sk. Debasish Mahapatra,  Skål India President Sk. Carl Vaz, Jyoti 
Prakash Panigrahi, Minister of Tourism & Culture, Government of Odisha, and Skål Bhubaneswar 

President Sk. J.K. Mohanty display the newly minted Skål Bhubaneswar flag

(L-R) Sk. Shalini Charles Khanna, Sk. Venkat Reddy, Sk. Carl Vaz, Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty, 
 Sk. Sanjeev Mehra and Sk. Krishna Gopalan
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Skål India President Sk. Carl Vaz lights the inaugural lamp
Skål Bhubaneswar President Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty greets Jyoti Prakash Panigrahi, Minister 

of Tourism & Culture, Government of Odisha, upon his arrival at the venue

Skål Bhubaneswar President Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty 
lights the inaugural lamp Dignitaries listen in rapt attention
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Team Skål Bhubaneswar and members of Skål India Board pose for one happy picture

Odissi, a major ancient Indian classical dance that 
originated in the Hindu temples of Odisha Smile time!
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Skål India President Sk. carl Vaz and VP 1 Sk. Sanjeev mehta  
with UAe dignitaries at the World expo

SkåL kOcHI

Human beings have evolved, so 
have the challenges around 
them. The ongoing Expo 2020 

Dubai proves a solid platform for 
greater cooperation to tackle common 
global issues – from Canada to China 
or Ireland to India.

Since October 2021, Dubai Expo 2020 
has been aiming to unite the world in one 
place by providing a global experience 
dedicated to bringing people together, 
building bridges between communities 
and nations, inspiring action, and 
delivering real-life solutions to real-life 
challenges.

The Expo site is buzzing with hundreds 

of pavilions representing 192 nations, 
60 live events each day, offering global 
cuisine at 200 F&B outlets, supported 
by inspiring arts, culture and musical 
programmes. Apart from showcasing 
business ventures and opportunities, 
the World Expo has spectacular 
shows including architectural marvels, 
ecology, cuisine and culture. And that’s 
why one should visit the emirate while 
the world’s biggest fair is on.

In the second part of our coverage of 
Skål India’s road trip to propagate the 
message of Expo 2020, we bring you 
snapshots of National President Sk. 
Carl Vaz’s visits to various Skål clubs 
across the country.
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SkåL bHUbANeSHWAr SkåL cHeNNAI

Skål members at the christmas dinner

President Sk. Gopinath honoring Past 
President Sk. Sabrina Nayudu

Sk. Anand Nair, Gm crowne Plaza 
chennai indcuted into the chennai club

President Sk. Gopinath and friends

chennai Past Presidents on the dance floor

Past President Sk. Sabrina 
Nayudu and I ... Spouse Leena 

Subramaniam with friends
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Skål Bhubaneswar (738) became the 
most-recent addition to the line of 
Skål International clubs in the country, 
and Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty 
its inaugural President. Today, this 
favourite son of his native eastern 
Indian state of Odisha is a successful 
entrepreneur in the tourism, 
hospitality, and education sectors 
with four decades of experience in the 
corporate domain.

Currently, J.K. Mohanty is the CMD at 
Swosti Group of Hotels & Resorts. He 
owns a chain of organisations, including 
Hotel Swosti and Hotel Swosti 
Premium (both in Bhubaneswar), 
Swosti Chilika Resort (in Ganjam), 
Swosti Palm Resort (in Gopalpur), 
Swosti Travels & Exports (inbound 
tour operations for all travel-related 
services), Swosti Vacations Club 
(under-development project in Puri, 
Satapada, and Bhitarakanika), Swosti 
Educational Foundation, and Swosti 
Institute of Management & Social 
Studies. He is also the Chairman of 
the Hotel & Restaurant Association of 

Odisha, a post he has served in since 
1984.

He holds high posts in various 
organisations, including IATO, TAAI, 
FICCI, MHCIMA, Pacific Asia Travel 
Association, Hotel Association of India, 
IHM, Bhubaneswar, and the Odisha 
State Council.

He has been bestowed with several 
awards and recognitions in India and 
Odisha by the Government as well as 
several international organisations like 
the United Nations. Perhaps the most 
prestigious of these is the ‘Hall of Fame 
Award’ he received from the Chief 
Minister of Odisha in 2017. He was the 
first person in the State to receive this 
honour. Another feather in his cap is 
the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ he 
received from Jaykumar Jitendrasinh 
Rawal, Minister for Tourism, Govt. 
of Maharashtra, in 2018 for his 
resolute contribution to the 
hospitality and tourism 
sectors in Odisha as 
well as Eastern India.

Sk. Jitendra Kumar Mohanty
President (2021-2023)

Skål Bhubaneswar (738)
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The newly-instituted President of Skål 
International Chennai, Sk. Gopinath 
Balasundaram, or Gopi as he is fondly 
referred to, is the Chief Operating Officer 
of Residency Resorts Male’ Private Ltd. 
(RRMPL), the owning company of St. 
Regis, Maldives and The Residency 
Group of Hotels- India. He has been 
with the group for 20 long years, having 
earlier served in the positions of Vice 
President and General Manager. His 
career in the hospitality industry covers 
close to three decades – earlier he 
worked with Elephant Bay Beach Resort 
and Sterling Holiday Resorts India Ltd.

Gopi is passionately committed to and 
highly experienced in all aspects of hotel 
and resort development, management, 
and operations on a national and 
international level. He is recognised 
for his focus on improving the quality 
of customer experience, enhancing 
operational excellence through 
change management initiatives, and 
strengthening market presence and 
competitive advantage through creative 
PR, product positioning and corporate 

brand management strategies.

He specialises in building teams and 
developing personnel capabilities. His 
vast international experience includes 
project management, negotiations 
with third-parties, interaction with 
hotel operators and liaison with foreign 
government authorities. Gopi also 
specialises in devising and executing 
affirmative action plans within limits 
of ethics and compliance, and driving 
continuous improvement measures 
to increase customer satisfaction and 
augment margin growth.

Prior to becoming President of Skål 
Chennai, Gopi served terms as Vice 
President and Treasurer at his club. He 
also is an active member of the CII’s 
Southern Region Tourism Task Force.

 “I am very happy at the rate at which the 
tourism business is recovering, and firmly 
believe that the long-term recovery is on 
track. Innovation will play a major role 
and the ability to adapt to the changing 
needs will be crucial,” says Gopi.

Sk. Gopinath Balasundaram
President (2021-2023)

Skål International chennai (205)



A highly motivated and ambitious 
individual, Sk. Sanjeev Mehra is the 
Founder & Director of Aaryan Leisure 
& Holidays Pvt. Ltd, an IATA accredited 
company. He has 25 years of success 
in the tourism industry and has worked 
as a tour operator and Luxury & MICE 
travel consultant. He is also a Travel 
Agent for Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship of Canada, and Destination 
Canada.

Before becoming President of Kolkata, 
India’s second oldest Skål Club, he has 
been a member since 2009, and served 
as Secretary from 2014 to 2018. He 
has attended several Skål Congresses, 
including Skål World Congress in 
Hyderabad; Skål Asia Congress in 
Macau, and Bangalore; and Skål World 
Congress in Kochi, Goa, and Kolkata. At 
the national level, Sanjeev is currently 
1st Vice President of Skål India. Earlier, 
he was 2nd Vice President (2018-2020). 
His grand vision, by his own admission, 
is bringing the World Congress 2023 to 
India, in Kolkata.

On the professional front, Sanjeev 
worked with CA TCG Software (P) Ltd 
from 1999 to 2002 as Head of Travel 
& Administration. He also worked 
with Sita World Travel India as Branch 
Manager from 1990 to 1998. Over his 
career, he has received several personal 
awards and citations, besides leading 
his company and team to 15 award 
wins during the last 10 years. He has 
been voted among the top best Travel 
Agents in India, and Top 50 in Kolkata. 
Other notable recognitions include Best 
MICE Consolidator 2014 (East India 
Travel Award), and Best Company in 
TTF Award for contribution to tourism.

Sanjeev completed his B.Com 
from Calcutta University, and has a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Business 
Management from Calcutta 
University. He is fluent in English, 
Hindi, Bengali, and Punjabi, 
and counts reading, 
travelling and sports 
among his biggest 
hobbies.

Sk. Sanjeev Mehra
President (Second Term 2021-2023)

Skål International Kolkata (127)
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A committed entrepreneur with 37 
years of experience in the hospitality 
industry, Sk. Greesh Bindra has been 
associated with independent hotels 
as well as renowned chain hotels. 
Not only is his name popular across 
the industry, but he is also highly 
regarded among foreign guests who 
keep returning to the hotel he leads, 
regardless of their preference for 
brands. Even so, his collaborative and 
people-oriented approach, as well as 
his passion to develop young industry 
professionals into leaders has earned 
him the tag of ‘People’s Person’.

Besides being President of India’s 
oldest Skål Club – Delhi, Greesh is also 
Committee Head – Hospitality & Govt. 
Relations at the national level.

Greesh is currently Vice President–
Operations with The Suryaa, New Delhi, 
where he has been since June 2019. His 
key achievements in this role include 
overseeing the Hilton-Dushanbe in 
Tajikstan; and spearheading a new 

project of an upcoming luxury resort in 
Jaipur.

Earlier this year, he took up a 
contractual assignment with Signum 
Hotels & Resorts on its Board of 
Advisors as Chief Development 
Officer, wherein he is responsible for 
the development of the brand in India 
and international markets. He is also 
a member of The Board Of Advisors 
at Centriqe Inc., a multi-cloud native 
intelligent process automation, 
customer experience, and insights 
platform. Prior to this, he was Regional 
General Manager (North, West India & 
Bangladesh) for the InterContinental 
Hotels Group. For 16 years he worked 
for IHG with 14 hotels until April 2019.

Greesh recently received the ‘Hotelier 
of the Year’ Award at the 15th 
Annual International Hospitality & 
Travel Awards (2019) and ‘Lifetime 
Achievement in Hospitality’ by The 
Golden Star Icon Awards (2019).

Sk. Greesh Bindra
President (Second Term 2021-2023)

Skål International Delhi (125)



Hailing from the ‘Land of Sun, Sea, 
and Surf’, Sk. Ernesto Dias could very 
well have been content to sit back 
and enjoy his home state’s natural 
bounties. But from the start, it was his 
dream to put Goa on the world tourism 
map. Three and a half decades after 
he ventured into the travel-tourism 
industry, Ernest can easily claim 
to have played a major part in the 
development of tourism in Goa.

Ernest started his career in Saudi Arabia 
with ARAMCO, an American company, 
looking after their travel requirements 
from 1983 to 1987. Upon his return to 
Goa, he worked with Menezes Air Travel, 
looking after their Inbound business 
(1988-1991). He then joined Sita 
Travels in 1991 as Senior Executive, and 
has been with the organisation till date, 
through its takeovers – first by Kuoni 
India (2000), and later by Thomas 
Cook India (2015). He is presently Chief 
Operating Officer, Travel Corporation 

India (TCI), a subsidiary of Thomas 
Cook India. During his long stint, Ernest 
has played a major role in handling 
International Charter flights to Goa and 
Kerala from the UK, Finland, Denmark, 
Sweden, Poland, Russia, Iran, Ukraine, 
and Kazakhstan.

Ernest currently serves as Vice President 
of Travel & Tourism Association of 
Goa (TTAG), where he has been a 
Managing Committee member for 
over 15 years. He is also a Managing 
Committee member with the Museum 
of Christian Arts, and has served on the 
Tourism Committee of Goa Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (GCCI) for the 
last 10 years.

As President of Skål Goa from 
2018. Ernest has helped his 
Club win the ‘Skål Club of the 
Year Award’, a prestigious 
first in the history of Skål 
India.

Sk. Ernesto Francisco Dias
President (Second Term 2021-2023)

Skål International Goa (691)
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Sk. Charles Fabian may well have 
been a successful cricketer, a model, 
or an actor, had he chosen to be one. 
He had to have some serious talent, 
having played league cricket from his 
school days right until 1991. And yes, 
he acted in a handful of commercials 
too. Yet, hospitality was his clarion 
calling; and that was the career track 
he rode.

 He began his career as an apprentice 
in the F&B department and gradually 
rose to Director, Operations, over a 
span of 38 years. During this period, 
he garnered heaps of experience 
in all F&B divisions, including 
specialty restaurants; all-day dining 
outlets; permit rooms; and events & 
conferences. His first job was at the 
Taj Coromandel, where he worked for 
15 years. He later worked at Savera 
Hotel (Chennai), The Residency 
Towers (Chennai), and The Residency 
Towers (Coimbatore).

Charles’ overseas experience 
includes three years in Muscat, 
Oman, on deputation while still at 
Taj Coromandel, where he rendered 
services for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He also worked for four years 
as F&B Manager at the Palace Inn 
Hotel, Bahrain.

Prior to becoming President of Skål 
Coimbatore, he was an active member 
of Skål International Chennai since 
2012, and helped institute the Skål 
Club of Coimbatore in 2019. At the 
national level, he is Committee Head 
– Hospitality & Skill Development.

Charles holds a Diploma in Hotel 
Management & Catering Technology 
from Annamalai University, Chennai.  
Today, he is content to sit back and 
listen to some relaxing music while 
reminiscing how nearly four decades 
in the hospitality industry have quickly 
flown by.

Sk. Charles Fabian
President (Second Term 2021-2023)
Skål International Coimbatore (730)
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Sk. Kuldeep Bhartee is the Vice 
President – Operations for ITC Hotels 
since January 2020 and is based out 
of ITC Green Centre in Gurgaon. Prior 
to his appointment at the ITC Hotels 
Headquarters, he was associated with 
the chain as the Area Manager (South) 
for ITC Hotels & the General Manager 
at ITC Grand Chola, Chennai.

He has an exceptional service record 
as a hotelier in both domestic 
and international markets with an 
experience spanning over three 
decades in the hospitality industry.

An alumnus of IHM Mumbai, Kuldeep is 
also a certified Hotel Administrator from 
American Hotel & Lodging Association 
– USA and a member of The Institute 
of Hospitality, UK.

Kuldeep started off his career with 

Indian Hotels Company Ltd. with Taj 
Mahal Palace & Towers and the Taj 
Intercontinental, Mumbai. He later 
moved to Muscat, Oman to work 
with them internationally. After a 
brief tenure in Egypt and Germany, he 
returned to India and joined ITC Hotels. 
He joined ITC Maurya, New Delhi in the 
year 2000, and his journey with the ITC 
Hotels started off from here.

Apart from having strong leadership 
and decision making skills, Kuldeep 
also excels in various functions such as 
spearheading large scale operations, 
coordination of crisis management and 
leading the marketing and positioning 
of the brand.

During his leisure time, he likes to travel 
and explore new places in India and 
around the world.

Sk. Kuldeep Bhartee
President (Second Term 2021-2023)

Skål International Mumbai South (732)

A good start makes the rest easier, 
it is said. It lays a foundation to 
build upon. A good foundation, 

in turn, is essential for a stable 
organisation – it makes it easier to set 
good routines for the days to come. 
That’s what the new management 
of Skål Mysuru, led by its dynamic 
President Sk. B.S. Prashanth, aims to 
do.

To meticulously plan the future events 
to be held, Team Mysuru organised a 
get-together at its office in Alliance 
Square, Saraswathipuram, in Mysuru. 
All office bearers and members of 
the Skål Mysuru Board were present. 

Many prospective Skål members also 
attended the get-together.

Skål Mysuru was also privileged to 
have among its midst Skål India 
President Sk. Carl Vaz, National 
Secretary Sk. Krishna Gopalan, and 
ISC Sk. Saravanan Palanivelu.

Also in attendance was Mr. Sonam 
from Bylakuppe, a Tibetan town, 
situated 90 km from Mysore, which 
houses the largest Tibetan population 
outside of Dharamsala in India. 
Sonam greeted Sk. Prashanth with a 
traditional piece of cloth (shawl) as a 
mark of affection.T
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SKåL MySuRu
GETTING Off TO  
A  SOLID START

Skål Mysuru President Sk. b.S. Prashanth along with his friends at the meeting
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SkåL koChI

As part of its social responsibility 
campaign, Skål Kochi came up 
with a brilliant initiative – to have 

a ‘Shoe Box Donation Drive’ for orphans 
who lost their parents in the midst of 
the pandemic.

Keeping this thought in mind, the Club’s 
Past President Sk. Rani Bachani and 
Treasurer Sk. Heena Mehta visited St 
Thomas Girls’ High School, Perumanoor, 
to distribute the boxes. Each member 
of Skål Kochi contributed generously 
towards these boxes, filling them with 
a variety of savories.

“It’s been a challenging year where 
people have faced an adversity of such 

magnitude that no one was prepared 
for. We thought of helping a community 
where children have lost either parents 
or immediate relatives and bring back a 
smile to their faces. The idea is to show 
that there is always hope, and to lift 
their spirits in these challenging times,” 
Sk. Rani said.

Apparently, the initiative took seed 
during the recent Christmas Family 
Meet organised by the Club, under its 
new management team. “We hope this 
act of kindness will bring the children joy 
and happiness, and will remain etched 
in their hearts forever,” she added. Skål 
Kochi plans to conduct a number of 
such initiatives in the future.

An ouT-of-ThE-Box 
InITIATIvE

Sk. Rani Bachani and Sk. heena Mehta, along with the inmates 
of St Thomas Girls’ high School, Perumanoor

On December 14th, Skål 
International Kolkata (127) 
successfully hosted its first 

networking session towards the 
upcoming mega launch of Young Skål 
Kolkata at a fun-filled get together held 
at the Saturday Club of Kolkata. 50+ 
students from 4 different tourism and 
hospitality institutions came forward 
to join the Club

The event was anchored by young 
emcee Randeep who engaged the 
crowd with quiz, games and fun 
activities. The Skål Kolkata senior 
team, comprising President Sk. Sanjeev 
Mehra, and Immediate Past President 
Sk. Manav Soni among others, was 
introduced to them and they were 
also given a brief presentation about 
Skål International, Young Skål, and 
its purpose and objectives. Along 

with the students from IIHM, IHM and 
Neotia Institute of Hotel Management, 
teachers also came forward to support 
the cause.

The members of Skål Kolkata explained 
to the youngsters the importance of 
industry connect and the job market 
waiting for them. The enthusiastic 
crowd cut a beautiful Young Skål cake 
and huddled among themselves to get 
to know each other, following the spirit 
of Skål which is friendship first.

The first batch of Young Skål 
candidates is now on its way to 
forming the Young Skål Kolkata Club. 
More applications are expected in 
the coming few days. Skål Kolkata 
127 looks forward to hosting a grand 
inauguration of the Young Skål 
Kolkata in January/February 2022.

SkåL koLkATA
YouTh To ThE foREfRonT

Skål kolkata President Sk. Sanjeev Mehra and IPP Sk. Manav Soni interact with the 
youngsters from the hospitality industry on the occasion
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A VERy 
mERRy, SkåL 
ChRISTmAS!

The onset of December witnessed the Skål 
clubs of India ring in the season with good 

cheer with plenty of action, be it CSR activity, 
family get-togethers, or simply some good old 

Christmas bonhomie…

SkåL bOmbAy (144)
A TImE FOR GIVInG InSTEAd OF RECEIVInG

Giving back to society without 
expecting anything in return is 
something Skål Bombay (144) 

believes in – it’s been a way of life since 
the club’s inception.

In order to display solidarity with the 
marginalised sections of society, the 
members of Skål Bombay decided to 
do something that each one would feel 
proud of. This December, they reached 
out to the ‘Together Foundation’, a 
registered public charitable trust 
founded by Sangeetha Chakrapani, a 
mother to two teenage daughters with 
autism. She started learning about life 
with autism as an adult, in 2009. She 
develops the teaching programmes 
and supervises operations at the 
Foundation, along with her husband, V. 
Chakrapani.

The Together Foundation, which is 
located in Andheri, is six years old today, 
and Sangeetha’s dream has borne fruit, 
with the combined hard work of a team 

of special educators, young adults 
with autism and other intellectual 
disabilities, and their benefactors. The 
Foundation also operates an FSSAI-
certified bakery, where it concocts a 
variety of special treats, especially for 
festive seasons.

However, the vocational training centre 
at Together Foundation is facing a 
challenge like never before because 
of the pandemic and its impact on 
all businesses, big and small. Hence, 
any kind of support at this time is a 
big morale booster to its team in their 
efforts to keep marching on.

The club members in attendance at 
the interaction were treated to a very 
special hamper put together by these 
very special kids. And while each 
Skålleague relished the goodies, they 
took time to say a silent prayer for each 
one of these pure souls who yearn only 
for love and to be treated with respect 
and dignity.

Goodies being prepared at 
the Together Foundation

Skål bombay members at 
the Together Foundation

LEAd members of Skål bombay pose for a keepsake along with 
the inmates and benefactors at the Together Foundation
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SkåL kOLkATA (127)
An EVEnInG  

WELL-SPEnT WITh 
SEnIOR CITIzEnS

Skål Kolkata (127) celebrated the 
festivities of Christmas with the 
senior citizens of St. Joseph’s 

Home, Kolkata, with a merry and fun-
filled time spent together.

The evening began with a soulful prayer, 
followed by the club members and 
President Sk. Sanjeev Mehra addressing 
the gathering and sharing some of their 
thoughts. Thereafter, it was time for 
some songs and games, wherein most 
of the residents participated and won 
colourful gifts. The club had arranged 
for evening snacks and dinner for all 
inmates, keeping in mind each one’s 
dietary requirements.

The Kolkata Club’s Young Skål wing, 
which was newly instituted, was also 

present to support and strengthen 
the cause. The club received generous 
contributions from many members, 
thus enabling it to make this CSR 
event especially grand, and to end the 
year in a very meaningful way for all 
its members. “Skål Kolkata considers 
itself very lucky and blessed to have 
been able to spend some cherished 
moments of shared love and bonding 
with the senior citizens of St. Joseph’s 
Home,” Sk. Sanjeev Mehra said.

Skål kolkata President Sk. Sanjeev mehra  
and team with the Sisters of Charity at 

St.Joseph’s home
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SkåL kOChI (368)
bOndInG OVER A 

ChRISTmAS FAmILy 
mEET

On 11th December 2021, the 
new management of Skål 
International Kochi (368) 

arranged a Christmas get-together 
for all its members and their families. 
Present on the occasion was the newly 
instituted team, including Skål Kochi 
President Sk. Sarat Valsraj, Secretary 
Sk. V.R. Santosh, Treasurer Sk. Meena 
Mehta, and Immediate Past President 
Sk. James Kodianthara.

new President of Skål kochi Sk. Sarart Valsraj cuts the 
Christmas cake as Skålleages and family members look on

The ladies of Skål kochi are all smiles on the occasion

(L-R) Skål kochi Secretary Sk. V.R. Santosh,  
President Sk. Sarat Valsraj, Treasurer Sk. meena mehta

The gentlemen of Skål kochi pose for a picture



4342 dECEmbER 2021dECEmbER 2021

S
P

EC
IA

L 
R

EP
O

R
T

SkåL mySURU (736)
mAkInG A CAkE WITh A dIFFEREnCE

December is here, and so are 
the Christmas festivities! A 
mega cake-mixing event was 

held at Hotel Rio Meridian by Skål 
International Mysuru on account 
of Christmas. The newly-instituted 
President of Skål Mysuru Sk. B.S. 

Prashanth, along with other members 
of the club, was present on the 
occasion. Needless to say, it was a 
fun-filled affair, as all the members 
participated with great gusto. You 
could definitely feel the Christmas 
spirit in the air.

Sk. Pinky mulchandani, Skål bombay President Sk. Sunil Va, Skål bombay Immediate  
Past President Sk. Sushil bhatt, Sk. Suresh Gulrajani, SImS 732 Secretary Sk. kuncheria Thomas, 

and Sk. Jason Samuel

SkåL mUmbAI SOUTh (732)
TWO mUmbAI CLUbS CELEbRATE  
ChRISTmAS TOGEThER

The two Skål India clubs based out of Mumbai – Skål 
Bombay (144) and Skål India Mumbai South (732) – came 
together to celebrate the season of Christmas earlier this 

month. Newly-instituted President of Skål Bombay Sk. Sunil Va 
and Immediate Past President Sk. Sushil Bhatt travelled to meet 
up with their counterparts from SIMS 732. “It was nice to attend 
the Christmas celebrations of Skål International Bombay South 
and meet with some very good friends,” Skål Bombay President 
Sk. Sunil Va wrote in his Facebook post.
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It’s resolution and reflection time for the 
leadership team at Skål India, as one year 
draws to a close and another one begins…

Looking 
Back, 

Looking 
ahead

“It’s been a challenging year for 
any leadership at a national or club 
level. However, with my team’s 
support at Skål India, we have 
been able to navigate an incredibly 
turbulent period filled with human 
and business loss.”
– Sk. carl Vaz
President, Skål International India
Past President,- Skål Club of bombay (144)

“We were all running a never-
ending race, but the pandemic 

has taught us to stop, reflect and 
rethink the important things of life. 

Above all, it’s family, friendship 
and support for one another. Skål 
is our family, and together we will 

continue to support Skålleagues in 
every facet of life.”

– Sk. Venkat Reddy
2nd Vice President, Skål International India

“2021 was a roller-coaster ride for 
the industry with uncertainties 
and changing rules over travel 

restrictions, which need a stable 
standardisation towards a better 

future of tourism business in 2022.”
– Sk. Sanjeev Mehra

1st Vice President, Skål International India
President, Skål International Kolkata (127)

“The last two years witnessed a 
slowdown in all our Skålleagues’ 
lives throughout the world. Very 
soon, we will wake up to see the 
light at the end of this tunnel. 
Cheers, Skal India!”
– Sk. Saravanan Palanivelu
International Skål Councillor,  
Skål International India

 “A growing brand identity, KOTIN 
going places, a new website, 

partnerships to talk about, and 
many stories on social media... 

This year has challenged us, and 
yet brought forward our Voice 
in Tourism. Skålleagues, let us 

continue to speak up – while 
doing business among friends!”

– Sk. Vivek Braganza
director of Pr & Communication,  

Skål International India



“This year has been challenging 
for all, more so for our Young 

Skål students who have been 
attending online classes and 

we were not able to meet them 
physically. Even with these 

constraints, we launched Young 
Skål in Coimbatore in February 

and Trivandrum in August. As the 
year comes to an end, 2022 looks 
promising, as we prepare plans to 

support and nurture Young Skål in 
many more clubs.”

– Sk. Shalini khanna charles
director, Young Skål India
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“As we bring 2021 to a close, we 
look back on a year that taught 
us to deal with the unexpected! 
It’s been tough, but we move 
on to another year in the hope 
that normalcy returns, good 
health prevails and we can all 
travel across borders! Skål Delhi 
continues its commitment to 
equip the underprivileged to deal 
with the virtual world – a task we 
proudly accomplished through our 
computer donation drive in 2021. 
Skål!”
– Sk. greesh Bindra
President, Skål International delhi (125)

“This year has been quite a 
rollercoaster, bringing in a lot of 

stress and uncertainties into our 
lives. However, it has even taught 

us to value our work, personal 
relationships, and spirituality, 

which was otherwise side-tracked 
by our busy schedule. It has helped 

us to have a realistic approach 
towards the several challenges we 
had to endure. We have learnt how 

to prioritise our mental health in 
times of stress by being adaptable. 

Every experience and opportunity 
has helped us to grow stronger. 

Our weaknesses have paved a 
way forward. I feel excited for yet 
another brand new chapter, and 
a clean slate with new goals and 

targets.”
– Sk.charles Fabian

President,  
Skål International Coimbatore (730)

“2021 is a year that tested the 
mettle of the travel, tourism and 
hospitality industry globally and 
found it to be resilient, resolute, 
and robust, as it reinvents the 
paradigms to rejuvenate and revive 
business. The future is slowly 
turning for the better.”
– Sk. avijit chaturvedi
President, Skål International Pune (452)
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“I look forward to a great future 
for Skål – a future in which our 

organisation will match its mental 
strength with our moral restraint, 

its wealth with our wisdom, its 
power with our purpose. I look 

forward to a Skål International 
which will not be afraid of grace 

and beauty, which will protect the 
beauty of our natural environment, 

which will preserve the great old 
traditions like friendship, and 

camaraderie of our legendary past 
left by our founding fathers, and 
which will build handsome and 
balanced policy decisions with 

networking for our future.”
– Sk. N.S.N. Mohan

President –  
Skål International Hyderabad (606)

“The pandemic has changed our 
work-life balance and bolstered 

trust to work more independently. 
As such, it helps the treasury 
to better manage risks in this 

environment though with much 
increased self-responsibility. 

Your Treasurer is a regulator to 
legitimately look into problems 

of financial nature. Our focus 
remains on a well-managed 

financial mechanism to provide 
ease in the future too with the well 

laid processes and compliance 
policies introduced by this team.”

– Sk. Ranjit Vig
National Treasurer,  

Skål International India

“Though it has been a challenging 
year, Skål India witnessed an 
overall growth in membership. 
Many firsts were achieved by the 
Skål India Team. The need of 
the hour is to stand united and 
contribute towards the growth of 
tourism and hospitality in India.”
– Sk. Krishna Gopalan
National Secretary,  
Skål International India

“It’s been a challenging year where 
people have faced an adversity of 
such magnitude that no one was 
prepared for. Through the Shoe 
Box Donation Drive, we thought 
of helping a community where 
children have lost either parents or 
immediate relatives and bring back 
a smile to their faces. The idea is 
to show that there is always hope, 
and to lift their spirits in these 
challenging times,”
– Sk. Sarat Valsraj
President – Skål International Kochi (368)



in Membership Development, Sk. 
Pramod Lunawat and Sk. Avanti 
Chattoraj as Auditors, Sk. Sreemoyee 
Mitra in PR & Communications, Sk. 
Avijit Sarkar in CSR and Sk. Ritu Jolly 
in charge of Young Skål Kolkata. Sk. 
Manav Soni, the Past President of 
the club is now the Skål IPP. The Skål 
International India President Sk. Carl 
Vaz was present on the occasion and 
expressed his confidence that the 
young and dynamic Skål International 
Kolkata 127 team will not only take the 
club to a newer height but will also 
make a significant contribution to the 
overall sustainable tourism industry 
revival. On the same day, members 
got a fresh perspective from the 
Expo 2020 presentation on how they 
can customise the Dubai experience 
as well as UAE trip on a whole in 
conjunction with Expo 2020 with 
various experiential products now on 
offer till the end of September 2022.

WORLD TOURISM DAY AND 
TOURISM REVIVAL
This year on World Tourism Day, the 
relevance of the same was felt and 
understood like never before. As the 
pandemic hit tourism hard the most, 
the industry is struggling harder to 
fight back and revive the businesses 

with brave faces. Skål International 
Kolkata 127 celebrated this most 
important day in the tourism calendar 
at ITC Royal Bengal Kolkata with 
a nice destination presentation, 
some cool business networking, 
and sumptuous business lunch in 
association with Gujarat Tourism. A 
powerful presentation focussing on 
the Statue of Unity showcasing the 
majestic statue and the surrounding 
tourist spots enlightened the present 
audience on how the tour operators 
and travel agents can create attractive 
itineraries around the Statue since 
domestic tourism is now a major trend, 
as international borders remain largely 
closed. The presentation elaborated 
on some of the great facilities Indian 
tourists may like as they find in any 
other foreign destination. It was also 
discussed how important it is now to 
remain even more united and network 
towards a shared goal in the tourism 
sector to weather the current setback 
and change the future for the better. An 
interesting quiz session was organised 
for the audience with nice gifts awarded 
to those who gave correct answers. 
The audience saw a few interesting 
video presentations on India Tourism, 
Gujarat Tourism, West Bengal Tourism, 
and Skål International.
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SkåL kOLkATA 
cELEbRATES RETURN 
Of NORMALcY WITh 

SERIES Of AcTIVITIES
By the end of September 2021, when the 

new board of Skål International Kolkata 127 
Managing Committee was appointed by the 

members of the club, the festive time of Durga 
Puja was already knocking at the doors of the 

City of Joy. The new team took up the challenge 
to reset the upbeat mood of the energy and 
enthusiasm which was under lockdown for 

nearly one and a half years.

ANNUAL gENERAL MEETINg AND 
ThE NEW TEAM
In an attempt to revive tourism and 
reboot the travel business in eastern 
India, the Skål International Kolkata 
127 elected its new management team 
for the next season 2021 – 2023. At 
the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
held in the Taj Bengal Hotel Kolkata 

on September 23, the new Skål 
International Kolkata 127 committee 
was elected with Sk. Sanjeev Mehra 
re-elected as the President, Sk. Amin 
Asghar as the First Vice President, 
Sk. Punam Arora as the Second 
Vice President, Sk. June Mukherjee 
as the Secretary, Sk. Nilesh Mukhi 
as the Treasurer, Sk. Jay Saraogi 
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chILDREN’S DAY AT Df bLIND 
SchOOL
During the month of October and the 
first half of November, the team took 
its time to plan its series of social 
events side by side participating in 
the festive mood of the city with 
families and friends for which the city 
is worldwide famous for. The new 
team of Skål International Kolkata 
127 has pledged strongly to contribute 
meaningfully in the society and hence 
CSR activities are now a big part 
of their regular calendar of events. 
The team kept into consideration 
the need and requirements of the 
various institutions in need of urgent 
support and curated physical and 
monetary help to assist them. The 
board members started fundraising 
for the designated events and from 
the generous contributions collected 
from the members, the expenses were 
covered successfully.

On the eve of Children’s Day, December 
13, the members took the opportunity 
to be with a bunch of underprivileged 
children and spent some beautiful 
moments watching them smile. 
Organised by the Skål International 
Kolkata CSR wing, members spent 
quality time with the children of 
DF Blind School, sang with them, 
gave them little gifts and had a nice 
dinner. There were about 165+ under-

privileged visually challenged children 
who received gifts and supplies as per 
their needs and requirements. Skål 
International Kolkata 127 members 
were humbled to be able to serve the 
dinner to them by themselves. They 
were in awe seeing the children’s 
perseverance and discipline. Their 
resilience and thankfulness were a 
noticeable takeaway as well.

cOVID WARRIOR AWARDS WITh 
MILLENNIUM pOST NEWSpApER
After doing one good event in 
November four back to back events 
were planned in December to end the 
year on a very high note starting with 
a Covid-19 warrior awards ceremony. 
Skål International Kolkata 127 
partnered with the Millennium Post 
newspaper and British Deputy High 
Commission of Kolkata to recognise 
and confer the award to the frontline 
workers who served relentlessly during 
the pandemic to keep our lives moving. 
The event was held at JW Marriott 
Hotel in Kolkata on December 5.

Firhad Hakim, the Minister of 
Transport and Housing, Government 
of West Bengal; Yemi Odanye, the 
Deputy Head of Mission, British 
Deputy High Commission Kolkata; 
Sagnik Chowdhury, Regional Director, 
India Tourism; Roshni Sen, Principal 
Secretary, Department of Mass 

Education Extension and Library 
Services, Government of West Bengal; 
the Editor-in-Chief of Millennium 
Post, Durbar Ganguly; and Sk. Sanjeev 
Mehra, President, Skål International 
Kolkata 127 were the guests of honour 
for the programme. Skål International 
Kolkata 127 took an active part in 
nominating some of the key winners, 
especially from the tourism and 
hospitality service sectors as well.

On the occasion of 75 years of India’s 
independence, 75 awards were 
given in various categories including 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
workers, hospitals, hospitality and 
service industry, vaccination drive 
organisers, entrepreneurs, entertainers 
who became mass awareness 
ambassadors, and various NGOs.

Before the award day, the event was 
promoted throughout the city with 
great branding of Skål International 

logos through billboards, print 
advertisements, social media 
promotions and radio jingles and 
television spots. The main programme 
was also well covered by many 
newspapers, local electronic media 
and radio channels.

chRISTMAS pARTY Of ThE YEAR
The last two years have been very 
challenging for everyone due to the 
pandemic and those in the tourism 
business faced fatal challenges in their 
business fronts with travel getting a 
big jolt. Now with the slow reopening 
of lives all around, though there are 
uncertainties and major obstacles 
in international travel, the tourism 
industry fraternity has to remain 
hopeful and look forward.

Towards that goal, Skål International 
Kolkata 127 arranged a gala Christmas 
Dinner Party at The Hyatt Regency 
Kolkata with all its members & their 
families, where a large group came 
along with a lot of invited guests 
from the expat community. Esteemed 
guests from consulates and foreign 
missions as well as top government 
officials, airlines and hotels also came 
with their spouses to enjoy the night 
over some delicious food, drinks and 
live music by the city’s popular band 
Blue Mist. As usual, Santa was present 
with a bag full of gifts distributed 
among the guests and spreading lots 
of hope for 2022 with best wishes for 
a prosperous and healthy New Year 
before the curtains fell for 2021.



As another year draws to a close, I cannot 
help but ruminate on the magnitude of 
impact the pandemic has had on our lives, 
especially for those in the travel trade over 
the best part of the last two years. The 
industry was just beginning to see a light 
at the end of a long tunnel towards the 
end of 2021. But the spread of the Omicron 
variant of coronavirus and the subsequent 
extension of suspension of scheduled 
international passenger flights till January 
31, 2022, has come as a dampener to those 
who were looking to have some business 
in the winter season. That’s akin to a new 
twist of the knife in an old wound.

The travel industry faces another tough 
year, according to predictions from the 
London-based The Economist Group. 
The organisation predicts that global 
international arrivals in 2022 will remain 
30% below 2019 levels. Countries are 
still actively battling the deadly virus but 
societies and industries are now also 
looking to rebuild and re-emerge from the 
crisis. Nonetheless, the recovery process 
for the travel industry will be complicated 
and lengthy.

Already, companies in India across 
sectors have stepped up vigilance and 
started curbing work-related domestic 
and international travel owing to worries 
over the spread of Omicron. All planned 
relaxations that were being considered 

with respect to team gatherings and travel 
have been put on hold. Many companies 
have reiterated travel-related Covid-19 
protocols to curb the spread of Omicron, 
which is prevalent in 40 countries now.

As far as leisure tourism goes, travel 
agents say that the country is witnessing 
a huge jump in advance bookings for 
the Christmas week. With the rate of 
vaccination against Covid-19 rising in 
India and the country recovering from the 
second wave of the pandemic, tourism 
has been picking up in the last few months. 
People are already setting the trend of 
how they want to travel in the New Year. 
When it comes to getaways, domestic 
travel has increased significantly and is 
expected to carry forward in 2022, despite 
new infections from the Omicron strain.

Like most of my friends in the industry,  
I carry hope into 2022, and pray for a good 
year ahead. From a personal standpoint, 
it’s been an absolute pleasure for me 
to bring out issue after issue of KOTIN, 
almost singlehandedly. Between all 
those working days and sleepless nights, 
with countless coordination exercises 
with Skålleagues Sk. Carl, Sk. Vivek, 
Sk. Krishna, and my Art Director Sushil,  
the one factor that drives me on to do 
what I do is the deep desire to see this 
industry bounce back with a bang. And  
I believe it will.

As you thumb through the pages of this 
issue and read about the various activities 
conducted by the National Board and the 
Clubs, you’ll realise that Skål India has 
punched well above its weight, despite 
the many adversities it has had to face. 
That’s the stuff heroes are made of. And, 
you my fellow Skålleagues, are all heroes.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year!

Ivor Vaz
Author, Historian, Journalist
Editor – KOTIN
Skål International India

YOU ARE THE HEROES!
ED

IT
O

R
’S

 N
O

T
E

54 DEcEmbER 2021

ADVERTISE WITH US 
KOTIN, a trusted voice in the travel and tourism industry, is circulated amongst the 
members of Skål India, comprising industry professionals from the hospitality sector 
who form the most prominent and visible representatives of the various sectors of 
the industry – hoteliers, tour operators, airlines, tourism promotion boards, and travel 
consultants.

Skål India membership forms the crème de la crème of the industry, which includes key 
decision-makers including MDs, Presidents, Chairpersons, CEOs, CTOs, CIOs, COOs, 
CFOs, Vice Presidents, Project Heads, and General Managers, as well as heads of 
various departments in the hospitality industry, including Sales & Marketing Directors, 
Chief Engineers, Procurement Heads, Revenue Heads, Housekeeping Heads, Chefs, 
F&B Directors, etc.

KOTIN is circulated throughout the country through Skål’s 15 Clubs in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Bombay, Chennai, Kochi, Bangalore, Pune, Hyderabad, Goa, Trivandrum, Hyderabad, 
Coimbatore, Mumbai South, Mysuru, and Bhubaneswar.

KOTIN will also be distributed in the corporate sector to heads of marketing, sales, and 
travel departments.

KOTIN provides advertisers with a targeted audience who are high net worth individuals, 
entrepreneurs, investors, and senior corporate executives in the hospitality industry via 
carefully controlled distribution and circulation channels.

ADVERTISEmENT TARIff
 INSIDE FRONT COVER Rs. 1,00,000
 FULL PAGE COLOUR Rs. 75,000
 DOUBLE SPREAD COLOUR Rs. 1,30,000
 INSIDE BACK COVER Rs.  90,000
 BACK COVER Rs. 1,50,000

SPEcIAL OffER 
2 PAGE SPONSORED FEATURE  
FOR CLUBS ONLY – Rs. 50,000

All Skål India members provided  
with a 20% Discount

For advertising details, contact  
Krishna Gopalan: 9822030908 

skalindiaads@gmail.com
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