
kotin
KEEPING OURSELVES TOGETHER - INDIA

VOL. 2, ISSUE 5, OCTOBER 2021
NOT FOR SALE
FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY

1ST NCM & AGM
Mahabalipuram is the venue  

for Skål India’s first ever  
NCM (2021-22) and AGM

KOTIN GOES PLACES
The Skål India leadership ensures 

that KOTIN reaches the people 
that matter

NEWINDIA.TRAVEL
The Bengaluru event championed 
the cause of resuscitating travel 
demand in the corporate world

DUBAI EXPO 2020 IS HERE!
THE FIRST EDITION OF EXPO IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS EXPECTED  

TO BE THE BIGGEST EVENT EVER HELD IN THE REGION WITH ESTIMATES 
OF 25 MILLION VISITORS OVER ITS SIX-MONTH LIFESPAN



Powered by
For any editorial, design, publicity, and media-related inquiry or work, 
contact: 9870100023

Disclaimer:  KOTIN is an in-house newsletter/publication published by Skål International 
India, for free circulation among its members. All items used herein are based on data 
compilation and research work conducted by the KOTIN team. Every attempt has been 
made to verify the information, facts, and statistics, within the constraints of time.
All rights reserved throughout the world. No part of this newsletter/publication 
may be reproduced, stored into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise), without the prior permission of the copyright owner and the 
publisher of the newsletter/publication.

Printed in India

NOT FOR SALE
FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY

Publisher : Skål International India
Editor : Ivor Vaz
Design & Layout : Sheetal Arts

CONTACT
MUMBAI:
Sk.  Carl Vaz,  
President, Skål International India
C/o.  Charson  Advisory  Services  Pvt. Ltd., Suite  811, 
Hubtown Viva,  8th Floor W.E. Highway,   
Jogeshwari-Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400060.
Phone: (+91 22) 28389777
Email:  nationalpresident@skalindia.org

Sk.  Vivek Braganza,  
National Director, PR & Communication, Skål International India
C/o.  Shangri-La’s Regional Liaison Office 7th Floor, The Capital,  
G Block, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Mumbai - 400051
Phone: (+91 22) 49055826

PUNE:
Sk.  Krishna Gopalan,
Secretary, Skål International India
C/o. Travel Masters (Mumbai) Pvt. Ltd., 502-B, Amar Avinash 
Corporate City, Bund Garden Road, Pune - 411001
Phone: (+91 20) 67682500
Email: nationalsecretary@skalindia.org 

3

c
o

n
t

en
tS

PReSIDent’S MeSSAGe 04-05
coVeR StoRY: World Expo 2020 Dubai 06-15
FocUS: NCM & AGM 2021  16-25
ReAL eStAte 26-31 
Chariot Resorts, Mahapalipuram

eVentS & eXHIBItIonS 32-43 
NewIndia.Travel

tRAILBLAZeRS 44-47 
Mumbai South, Delhi, Coimbatore, Bombay 

PHoto FeAtURe 48-49 
KOTIN Goes Places 

eDItoR’S note 50

16

26

32

06

octoBeR 2021

COVER STORY: DUBAI eXPo 2020 
The World’s Biggest Exhibition Is Here

FOCUS: ncM & AGM 2020
A Roadmap For The Future

EVENTS: neWInDIA.tRAVeL
In-Person Travel Conclave Debuts In 
Bengaluru

REAL ESTATE: cHARIot ReSoRtS, 
MAHAPALIPURAM
Great Setting With Impeccable Facilities

For adVertiSinG detailS, ContaCt 
Krishna Gopalan: 9822030908, Email: skalindiaads@gmail.com



My dear Skålleagues,

The beginning of the month 
witnessed the opening of the much 
talked about ‘World’s Greatest 
Show’ in Dubai, UAE. Watching 
the opening ceremony live online, 
I felt a rush of adrenalin that our 
travel agent Skålleagues could 
finally look forward to a surge of 
leisure and VFR package sales over 
the next six months. Despite the 
RTPCRs, numerous extensions of 

bubble flights and higher airfares, 
our resilient Indian travellers have 
begun to travel internationally.

This month’s issue of KOTIN 
will provide you with a glimpse 
of a unique event that was 
conducted in Bengaluru at which 
Skål International India played 
a participatory role – NewIndia.
Travel – targeting the corporate 
sector and aimed at reviving MICE 
travel; the event was attended by 
Bengaluru’s elite corporate clientele 
and Government. Skål India worked 
alongside ASSOCHAM to also 
bring out a special industry white 
paper which was presented to 
Tourism Ministers in Karnataka and 
thereafter in Tamil Nadu. Details are 
in the article penned by our Editor 
Ivor Vaz.

Read on about our Trailblazer Clubs 
who conducted CSR activations 
during auspicious occasions such 
as our Independence Day – Mumbai 
South, Delhi and Coimbatore. Whilst 
Bombay Club welcomed President 
Sk. Sunil Va, they conducted a unique 
meeting wherein a constructive and 
importantly productive handover 
was accomplished.

You will also be pleased to note that 
Skål India National Board within 
10 months of its onboarding had 
conducted on time and within the 
compliance period its 1st Annual 
General Meeting on 30th of August 
at Mahabalipuram, Chennai. One 
behalf of the National Board, it 
pleases me to inform you that Skål 
India had proposed an extension 
of the waiver of INR 500 national 
fees for 2022. This was greatly 
appreciated and ratified by the 
house.

I need to publicly thank the 
members of the National Board for 
their support in taking this bold step. 
It is not easy for a national team 
to work for another full year with 
‘zero subscription in fees’. Between 
2021 and 2022, this team has in 
effect written off over 13 lakhs in 
membership fees!

Despite the write off, the team has 
worked hard to establish the brand 
identity, bring out our Skål KOTIN 
magazine, activate our social media 
assets (Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn), rehaul the entire Skål 
India website (www.skalindia.org), 
conduct close to 30 online and 
physical board meetings, conduct a 
1st 100 Day physical review meeting 
in Goa, secure free participation at 
SATTE for members to meet and 
greet, conduct 3 physical National 
Committee Meetings with all of 
India’s Club Presidents in Kolkata, 
Delhi and Mahabalipuram, conduct 
a physical AGM in Mahabalipuram, 
and launch several events with 
support of our sponsors.

The above brief should speak of 
this remarkable team comprising 
National VP1 & President of Skål 
Kolkata Sk. Sanjeev, National VP2 
Sk. Venkat, National Treasurer 
Sk. Ranjit, National Secretary Sk. 
Krishna, ISC Sk. Saravanan, Director 
Young Skal Sk. Shalini and Director 
PR & Communication Sk. Vivek. A 
committed team together with the 
support provided by Sponsorship 
& Alliances Head Sk. Sudipta from 
Bengaluru and Mr. Ivor Vaz who has 
worked ‘pro-bono’ for us all; and 
made those milestones happen.

But our work does not end here. 
The team is now tasked with 
the responsibility of ensuring we 
work towards heightening the 
momentum of business in through 
the doors of our members. We will 
continue to brainstorm and think 
of innovative solutions that will 
help Skål International India and its 
members be known widely from a 
commercial perspective.

As KOTIN goes places, so will the 
image of our great association 
comprising over 1,300 members 
across 14 cities. So read about how 
you can also participate in making 
sure KOTIN goes places.

Skål!

Sincerely,

Carl Vaz
President
Skål International India
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DUBAI, THE CITY OF DREAMS, 
now has much more to exult 
about. Nearly a year after it 
was originally planned, the 
city finally opened its doors 

to Expo, the biggest exhibition/fair in 
the world, which had been delayed by 
a year due to the outbreak of Covid-19. 
Expo 2020 Dubai is the 35th world 
fair over the past 170 years, designed 
to showcase ideas, inventions, 
and innovations that address the 
world’s most pressing questions. 
The United Arab Emirates, one of the 

richest countries in the world, which 
coincidentally also celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year, has poured more 
than USD 7 billion into the event, hoping 
to attract tourism and investments.

For the record, it’s the first Expo ever 
to be held in the Middle East, Africa, 
and South Asia (MEASA) region, 
with many reasons to be 
counted as one of the most 
important in exposition 
history. Dubai, the 
region’s tourism, 
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ThE BiggEST 
WORld EVEnT iS 

hERE!

Expo, the  
world’s longest-

running and largest 
mega-event, is a 
bigger draw than 

even the FIFA World 
Cup and the Olympic 

Games. This year’s 
event, being held in 

Dubai, is already the 
most global Expo ever, 

with participation 
from over 190 

countries. Visitors 
are welcome join the 

party, meet innovators 
and entertainers, and 

taste flavours from 
around the globe, 

every day for six 
months, says ivor Vaz

EXPO 2020



and for a successful and peaceful 
existence in the generations to come 
and ring true in all of the partnerships 
we have forged. By collaborating with 
our partners and all of our participants, 
we seek to build a better future for 
everyone while creating real impact 
that transforms our dreams into 
realities.”

The Expo was all set to roll last year 
when all humanity came to a standstill. 
It felt like the plot of a sci-fi story – an 
invisible enemy that brought the entire 
world to its knees. Like the rest of the 
world, Dubai went through denial; 
felt panic, and experienced loss. But 
Covid-19 also taught everyone the 
beauty of humanity, that there will 
always be kindness and light amid the 
chaos. Despite the one-year delay, the 
emirate’s vision of ‘Connecting Minds, 

Creating the Future’ resonates even 
more strongly as the world rebuilds.

In its 50th year, Dubai has a once-in-a-
lifetime experience to bring the world 
together again. In a safe environment, 
Expo will provide a launchpad for 
the global collaboration the world 
needs most right now – a chance for 
humanity to convene in a spirit of 
optimism, hope and shared purpose 
to exchange inspiring new ideas and 
new perspectives, with an emphasis 
on its three subthemes – Opportunity, 
Mobility, and Sustainability. Hopefully, 
the event will spark innovations 
that will kick-start another 50 
years of purposeful progress, 
contributing to the nation’s 
continued prosperity and 
enabling growth in the 
region and beyond.

Visitors at Expo 2020

Children visit the Water Feature
Expo 2020 mascots Opti Rashid and latifa at 

Sun Plaza
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trade, and business hub, is hoping to 
boost its economy by attracting 25 
million business and tourist visits to 
the world fair which has been built 
from scratch on 4.3 sq km (1.7 sq m) of 
desert. Many countries and companies 
are also looking to Expo 2020, the first 
major global event open to visitors 
since the outbreak of the pandemic, to 
boost trade and investment.

Over a total period of 182 days, Dubai 
is expected to host an estimated 25 
million visitors from around the world.  
An unprecedented 192 countries are 
participating in the Expo, during which 
the UAE is hoping to impress visitors 
with its economic and technological 
achievements. Also, for the first time in 
World Expo history, every participating 
country will have its own pavilion. 
Participants and visitors can thus 

enjoy immersive cultural experiences 
and discover what makes each country 
unique as they explore hundreds of 
pavilions.

Dubai hopes that the Expo, an 
exhibition of culture, technology, 
and architecture, under its theme 
of ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future’ will serve as a demonstration 
of inventiveness, and a place where 
global challenges such as climate 
change, conflict, and economic growth 
can be addressed under a common 
roof.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai aptly summarised the 
vision behind Expo 2020. “Connected 
thinking is the best hope for progress, 
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Bubble Performer at Expo 2020 dubai

Visitors in Alif - The Mobility Pavilion Visitors at Alif - The Mobility Pavilion
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A cultural performance during the 
Dominica National Day Ceremony

A Musical Halloween rock opera 
performance at Dubai Millennium 
Amphitheatre

Children play football during the Heroes of 
Hope event at Aussie Park

Cultural Performance during Austria 
National Day Ceremony at Al Wasl

A Cultural Performance outside the 
Thailand Pavilion

An Emirati cultural performance outside 
Terra - The Sustainability Pavilion

Chopin Laureate Orchestra Performance 
at Dubai Millennium Amphitheatre

Cultural performance during Panama 
National Day at Al Wasl Plaza

SkåL INDIA IN DuBAI
Skål International India President 

Sk. Carl Vaz and Skål India Vice 
President Sk. Sanjeev Mehra 

visited the fairgrounds of the World 
Expo 2020 in Dubai recently.

Commenting on the occasion, 
President Sk. Carl said: “. Watching 
the opening ceremony live online, I 

felt a great rush of adrenalin. I stand 
amazed at the launch of this global 
extravaganza – it’s an event like no 
other. Now that Dubai Expo 2020 
has raised its curtain, it presents 
a big opportunity for my fellow 
Skålleagues from the travel trade 
fraternity to start their leisure & VFR 
businesses.”

Sk. Carl Vaz and Sk. Sanjeev Mehra meet with dignitaries 
from Dubai during their visit to the emirate

Sk. Carl Vaz at the World Expo 2020
Sk. Carl Vaz and Sk. Sanjeev Mehra  

at the World Expo 2020
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band and horses performance at Al Forsan 
Park

Cultural Performance outside the China 
Pavilion

hip hop performance in the Opportunity 
district

deepavali utsav performance at dubai 
Millennium Amphitheatre at Al Forsan 
Park

indonesia national day Cultural 
Performance at Al Wasl Plaza

Emirati Performers at the uAE Pavilion

Maldives national day Cultural 
Performance at Al Wasl Plaza

Expo 2020 Performance

guyana national day cultural performance 
in Al Wasl

dance Performance during Women‘s 
Pavilion inauguration at Al Wasl Plaza

his highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
nahyan remembered in Al Wasl

diwali Performance at Al Wasl Plaza

Malaysia_Truly Asia cultural performance 
on the Earth Stage

Eswatini national day Collaborative 
Performance

Music in the garden Performance at Al 
Wasl Plaza

Expo 2020 Performance
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Sounds of nature performanceMusical performance in front of Alif - The 
Mobility Pavilion

Suit performance on ghaf AvenuePerformers during Expo daily Parade on 
ghaf Avenue

The Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team - The 
Red Arrows perform at Expo 2020 dubai

Traditional Omani performance during the 
Oman national day Ceremony at Al Wasl 
Plaza

Space4Sustainability at the italy PavilionPauliteiros Traditional Portuguese Stick 
dance Performance at the Portugal 
Pavilion

The harlem globetrotters performance at 
Al Wasl Plaza

Roving performers the Enchanted Flowers 
entertain visitors

The Sun! The Star! performance pieceSami Yusuf Beyond the Stars performance 
at Al Wasl Stage

underwater harmony performance at Al 
Wasl PlazaSkydiving during the gulf Cooperation 

Council (gCC) event at Al Forsan Park
Russia kids Fest event at Jubilee Park

Seychelles national day Afternoon 
Performance-Music in the garden at Al 
Wasl stage



For those not in the know-how, Skål 
India’s National Committee comprises 
the elected National Board, and the 
elected Presidents of each of the 14 
existing Clubs of India. On August 
30, 2021, the National Board and 
Club Presidents met for their first-
ever NCM, to review and discuss the 
growth of the Skål movement in India, 
especially in the wake of the ongoing 
pandemic, which has crushed the 
travel trade, and to chart a pragmatic 
roadmap for the months ahead. The 
morning session, held at a freshly-
constructed outdoor pavilion beside 
the beach, featured presentations 
and speeches by Skål India’s National 
President Sk. Carl Vaz; the two Vice 
Presidents, Sk. Sanjeev Mehra and 
Sk. Venkat Reddy; National Secretary 
Sk. Krishna Gopalan; and the Club 
Presidents. In all, 11 of the 14 Skål India 
Clubs marked the occasion with their 
attendance.

After a hurried lunch, it was time for 
the members to reassemble for the 
AGM. This time, the setting was one 
of the grand ballrooms at the resort. 
Representatives of various Skål India 
Clubs were seated in rapt attention as 
the agenda for the afternoon started to 
unfurl. The highlight of the show was the 
unveiling of the ‘Treasurer’s Handbook 
2021-2022’ by Skål India Treasurer Sk. 
Ranjit Vig, during his presentation of 
the Annual Report for 2020-21 by the 
incumbent National Board.

It was time for one emotional farewell 
and one warm welcome as well. After 
the outgoing Sr. Auditor Sk. Burjis Mehta 
made his final presentation as member 
of the National Board, all Skålleagues 
present thanked him for his dedicated 
services to the organisation. Jr. Auditor 
Sk. A.R. Suresh, the man from Skål 
Coimbatore, was elevated to Sr. 
Auditor, and Sk. Sandeep Kumar Karwa 
from Skål Hyderabad was elected 
unopposed as the new Jr. Auditor.

Thereafter, followed a gala cocktail 
dinner on the lawns of the property, 
wherein Skålleagues had the rare 
chance to interact with each other (for 
many, it was the first interaction since 
the outbreak of the pandemic). The 
Chief Guest for the evening’s function 
was Dr. M. Mathiventhan, the recently-
appointed Minister for Tourism, 
Government of Tamil Nadu. The last 
item on the agenda was an award and 
recognition ceremony, wherein many 
Skålleagues were felicitated for their 
proactivity during the darkest of times.

Needless to add, the Chariot Beach 
Resorts management team had 
conducted a thorough review of all 
existing health and safety processes 
and worked with a team of experts  
to develop and validate additional 
protocols in accordance with 
the guidelines laid down  
by the Government of 
India.

Two big Skål International 
India events – the National 
Committee Meet (NCM) and 

the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
for the financial year 2021-22 – were 
held at the Chariot Beach Resorts, 
Mahabalipuram, a little coastal town 
on a strip of land between the Bay 
of Bengal and the Great Salt Lake 

in the South Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu. Known for its ancient temples 
and monuments built by the Pallava 
dynasty in the 7th and 8th centuries 
and idyllic beaches, Mahabalipuram 
proved to be an ideal setting for both 
business and pleasure as Skålleagues 
from all across India congregated here 
for the twin events.
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The first-ever National Committee Meeting (2021-
22) featuring the present Board and Club Presidents 

of Skål International India took place on August 
30, 2021, followed by the Annual General Meeting. 
Despite travel restrictions in place, many resilient 

Skålleagues from across the country came together 
in the idyllic temple town of Mahabalipuram, Tamil 

Nadu. Ivor Vaz reports…

 NcM & AGM 2021-2022 
A roAdMAp For 

the Future

skål India’s 1st NcM (2021-22) in progress at chariot beach resorts, Mahabalipuram

sk. carl Vaz, National president, skål India skål India sr. Auditor sk. burjis Mehta
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sk. sanjeev Mehra, 1st Vice president,  
skål India

sk. Anurag Gupta, president,  
skål bangalore

sk. sushil bhatt, president, skål bombay sk. thomas Kuncheria, secretary,  
skål Mumbai south

sk. burjis Mehta, sr. Internal Auditor sk. charles Fabian, president,  
skål coimbatore

sk. Krishna Gopalan, National secretary sk. Avijit chaturvedi, president, skål pune

sk. seetharam subramaniam, president, 
skål chennai

sk. Varghese oommen, secretary,  
skål trivandrum

sk. Greesh bindra, president, skål delhi sk. N.s.N. Mohan, president,  
skål hyderabad



literacy, education, and Club growth, 
with equal opportunity for all who call 
the organisation a place to do business. 
That, my friends, calls for a whole lotta 
cool!

Sk. Ranjit Vig, the ever- genial Treasurer 
of SII submitted the first Annual 
Report for 2020-21 at the AGM in 
Mahabaliburam, on August 20, 2021. 
The information contained in the 
financial section was supported by the 
audited accounts for the period ended 
31st March 2021, and was in conformity 
to statutory requirements.

Speaking on the occasion, Ranjit said: 
“Little did we know that 2020 would 
be a year that would transform the 
way we live, work and do business, and 
that our Clubs would be challenged 
in completely new ways due to the 
many limitations brought upon by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, leading to 
economic issues. The limitation 
during the lockdowns through the 
year affected all of us personally and 
professionally. Nonetheless, our Board 

was able to regroup and prepare the 
financial result, supported by the 
resilience of the President, Secretary, 
and Board Members, which has 
made it possible to cope with the 
challenges.”

“There tends to be a lag 
between when an 
economic shock took 
place and when its 

Camila Cooper, the motivational 
speaker, once said:  “A treasurer 
is sort of like a normal person 

– except a lot cooler. The Skål 
International India Treasurer’s Office’s 

function is to perform in the highest 
professional and ethical manner to 
safeguard the organisation’s resources, 
its policy, investment, and borrowing 
decisions to encourage greater financial 
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Skål India Treasurer Sk. Ranjit Vig submitted 
the first Annual Report for 2020-21 at the 

AGM in Mahabaliburam. He also unveiled the 
‘Treasurer’s Handbook 2021-2022’ on the 

occasion, which should serve as a perfect guide 
for future Treasurers of SII, says Ivor Vaz.

behInd eVery 
Good club Is a

GreaT 
Treasurer!

skål India Treasurer sk. ranjit Vig



2020-21 Highlights & Accomplishments
•	 Subscription	Membership	 fee	was	
fully	waived,	versus	a	collection	of	
`6,15,500	in	2019-20.

•	 SII	 Membership	 grew	 by	 11.5%	 at	
1,278	over	1,135	in	2020	despite	the	
challenging	environment.

•	 Successful	 reconciliation	 of	 SII	
books	of	accounts	with	 that	of	all	
the	National	Clubs	ledgers	in	2020	
other	than	Kolkata,	Kochi,	Mumbai	
South	and	Trivandrum.

•	 Sponsorships	 up	 by	 3%	 from	
`4,94,435	 to	 `5,08,283	 through		
new	 initiatives	 from	 the		
Sponsorship	 Development	
Committee	 led	 by	 Sk	 Sudipta	
Deb,	 fully	 supported	by	 the	Board	
and	 National	 Committee,	 led	 by	
President	Sk.	Carl.	Vaz

•	 Participation	 in	 Meetings:	 Upon	
taking	 the	 office,	 the	 Treasurer	
participated	in	10	Board	meetings,	
of	 which	 4	 were	 in	 person	 and	
6	 were	 virtual.	 Also	 attended	 2	
NCMs.

•	 The	 Treasurer’s	 Report	 submitted	
5	detailed	presentations	on	Nov	20	
at	Hyderabad,	Dec	 20	 in	CCU,	 Jan	
21	 in	Delhi,	 Feb	21	 in	Goa	and	Mar	
21,	 besides	 regular	 updates	 and	
reporting	on	Zoom.

•	 100	days	White	Paper	presented	by	
Treasurer	(10th	Feb	21,	Goa).

•	 All	dues	paid	on	time	and	only	few	
outstandings	 as	 on	 31st	March	 21,	
which	 were	 majorly	 due	 to	 non-
receipt	 of	 bills/invoices	 within	
the	 timelines.	 A	 record	 number	
of	 74	 vouchers,	 receipts,	 and	
disbursements	were	done.

•	 Established	 Processes	 &	 Policy	
on	 Travel,	 SOPs	 on	 Accounting,	
Payments	 besides	 introduced	

Financial	Status	and	MIS	Reports.	
Quarterly	 Audit	 Compliance	
updated	Jan	21	-	Delhi	at	EOGM.

•	 Careful	 utilisation	 of	 reserves,	
in	 line	 with	 the	 Board’s	 strategic	
objectives	 and	 activities,	 chiefly	
focused	 on	 development	 and	
launch	 of	 KOTIN,	 opening	 of	 new	
Clubs,	 garnering	 sponsorships,	
and	 setting	 ambitious	 goals	 by	
mobilising	 the	 National	 Board	 &	
Committee	with	physical	meetings.

•	 Total	Income:	`1,370,060	(without	
subscriptions)	 decreased	 nearly	
2%	 even	 though	 expenditure	
increased	 40%,	 but	 reflects	 a	
prudent	 approach	 to	mobilise	 the	
agenda	and	goals	for	achievement.

•	 Surplus	of	`62,662,	 chiefly	due	 to	
a	 combination	 of	 strong	 second	
half	year	performance,	operational	
savings	 and	 investments	 in	
essential	expenses.

•	 Introduced	 a	 professional	
accounting	 firm	 to	 maintain	 and	
improve	 accounting,	 inclusive	 of	
tally	 software	 (made	 available	
gratis),	 leading	 to	 greater	
efficiencies,	control	over	processes	
and	costs.

•	 To	 increase	 revenue,	 despite	
Covid-19,	 initiated	 dialogues	 with	
several	 possible	 clubs.	 (Amritsar	
&	 Chandigarh,	 Bhopal	 &	 Indore,	
Mangalore,	 Kanpur	 &	 Lucknow,	
Jaipur	&	Udaipur).

•	 Several	 initiatives	 at	 the		
Treasurer’s	 Office	 to	 extend	
support	 to	 India	 clubs	
(Payments	to	SII)

•	 Society	 Registration:	
Renewal	 work	 is	 in	
progress.

effects were generally 
experienced. This is 

significant because SII’s 
two most important sources 

of revenue – membership dues 
and sponsorships – were largely 

affected as the Board decided to 
waive off the membership fee for 
2020 and 2021. As such, sponsorships 
too were limited given the economic 
downturn. Moreover, being a new 
team with ambitious plans required 
a renewed mobilisation of the Board 
and National Committee Meetings to 
discuss in person, setting up of goals, 
which necessitated increased travel. 

Despite this, the financials still look 
fairly controlled and healthy in this 
report. We have been adapting to our 
new reality to ensure that we stay up 
and running with new and exciting 
initiatives while maintaining the focus 
on our sponsorship contributions, 
streamline our processes and reconcile 
the historical data to make it current 
and accessible.”

A specially-published ‘Treasurer’s 
Handbook 2021-2022’ was released on 
the occasion, which should serve as a 
perfect guide for future Treasurers of 
SII to come.
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2020-21 In Review
With	 the	 change	 of	 Treasurer	 in	
end-October	 2020,	 there	 was	 a	
change	in	the	financial	management	
within	SII.	 The	 financial	 affairs	with	
updated	procedures	were	developed	
and	 implemented.	 The	 Treasurer	
established	 priorities	 in	 sync	 with	
the	 Board’s	 objectives.	 Here’s	 a	
summary	of	the	fiscal	year	2020-21,	
its	priorities	and	results…
•	 To	 reinstate	 Treasurer	 Portfolio	
defining	key	work	areas	&	priorities	
(Done	–	Hyd.	BM	Nov	20)

•	 Prepare	a	Projected	Budget	for	the	
residual	year	Nov	to	Mar	2021(Done	
–Kolkata	NCM	Dec	20)

•	 Conduct	 takeover	 of	 financial	
documents	from	Interim	Treasurer	
(Done	–	Goa	BM	Dec	20)

•	 Identification	 of	 fund-raising	
opportunities	 (Done	 –	 Kolkata	
NCM	Dec	21)

•	 Establishing	 governance	 and	
facilitate	Alliances	(Done	–	Kolkata	
NCM	Dec	21)

•	 Prepare	 financial	 guidelines,	
standardization	of	payment/expense	
procedures.	(Done	–	Delhi		BM	Jan	21)

•	 Establish	the	change	of	signatories	
with	HDFC	bank	for	the	new	team	
(Done	–	Goa	Feb	21)

•	 Implement	 process	 &	 systems,	
financial	 planning	 &	 compliances	
(Done	–	Goa	NCM	Feb	21)

•	 Project	 Budget	 2021-22,	 review	
processes	 &	 analysis	 of	 financial	
statements	 (Done	 –	 Delhi	 NCM	
Mar	21)

•	 To	reconcile	SII	books	of	accounts	
with	 most	 national	 club’s	 ledgers	
for	balances	(Done	–	Jul	21)

•	 Preparation	of	a	provisional	balance	
sheet	and	I&E	(Done	–	Jul	21)

•	 Prepare	 Treasurer’s	 Report	
2020-21	 (Done	 &	 circulated	 to	
SII	 Board	 for	 30th	 Aug	 21	 AGM)	

The	present	SII	Board	took	over	post	
the	 AGM	 on	 29th	 October	 20	 and	
thereafter	 has	 incorporated	 several	
process	improvements	and	reporting	
with	 complete	 transparency.	 This	
is	 supported	 with	 appropriate	
documentation	to	deliver	the	Annual	
Report	for	review,	including	half	yearly	
results	for	April	to	October	2020.
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Incoming Jr. Auditor of skål 
India sk.sandeep Kumar 
Karwa is flanked by National 
president sk. carl Vaz (left) 
and sr. Auditor sk. A.r. suresh 
(right)

Minister for tourism, 
Government of tamil Nadu 
dr. M. Mathiventhan and 
skål India president sk. carl 
Vaz recognise KotIN editor 
Ivor Vaz for his ‘Meritorious 
service’ to skål International 
India 2020-2021

dr. M. Mathiventhan,  
Minister for tourism, 
Government of tamil Nadu 
lights the inaugural lamp

skål India president sk. carl 
Vaz, tNdtc director sandeep 
Nanduri, tamil Nadu tourism 
Minister dr. M. Mathiventhan, 
and sk. sudipta das display 
the tourism Knowledge 
report

skål India president sk. carl 
Vaz poses with National board 

members and skålleagues 
from skål chennai

sandeep Nanduri, IAs, 
director, tamil Nadu 

department of tourism, 
makes a point to dr. M. 

Mathiventhan, Minister for 
tourism, Government of  

tamil Nadu

(l-r) sk. Anurag Gupta,  
tamil Nadu tourism Minister 

dr. M. Mathiventhan,  
skål India National secretary 

sk. Krishna Gopalan and  
sk. sudipta das

skålleages in the audience 
are enthralled by the action 

on-stage



Just over an hour’s drive from Chennai 
city centre along the scenic East 
Coast Road, lies the historic town 

of Mahabalipuram, also referred to as 
Mamallapuram by locals. It’s is a quaint 
little tourist spot in Chengalpattu 
district in the south-eastern Indian 
state of Tamil Nadu, and dotted with a 
number of cafes that serve delectable 
seafood. But the town is best known for 
its UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

For the uninitiated, Mahabalipuram 
was one of two major port cities in the 
Pallava kingdom. The town was named 
after Pallava king Narasimhavarman 
I, who was also known as Mahabali. 
Along with economic prosperity, it 
became the site of a group of royal 
monuments, many carved out of the 
living rock. They date back to the 7th 
and 8th centuries: rathas (temples 
in the form of chariots), mandapas 
(cave sanctuaries), a giant open-air 
rock called Descent of the Ganges, and 

the Shore Temple dedicated to Shiva. 
The contemporary town plan was 
established by the British Raj in 1827.

Smack dab in the middle of it all is 
a luxury five-star property called 
Chariot Beach Resorts. Spread across 
45 acres of natural surroundings and 
lush green lawns, most of it facing the 
mighty Bay of Bengal, the resort offers 
a tranquil environment and luxurious 
accommodations for an ideal beach 
vacation. For us Skålleagues, however, 
it was the perfect destination for 
two mega Skål India events – the 1st 
National Committee Meeting (NCM) 
for the FY 2021-22, followed by the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM), on 
August 30, 2021.

Located off G.K.M. Street, near 
the beach, the resort is a 
mere 310 m from Pancha 
Rathas, a historical 
monument complex 
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If luxurious accommodation at an exclusive beach 
setting with impeccable facilities and services 
is what you want for your corporate or private 

functions in the Chennai vicini ty, nothing compares 
to Chariot Beach Resorts, Mahabalipuram. With 
its unmatched panoramic view of the beach and 

bayfront, this elegantly landscaped resort was the 
ideal setting for Skål India’s 1st National Committee 

Meeting and the Annual General Meeting this 
August. Ivor Vaz reports…

chARIoT bEAch RESoRTS, 
MAhAbALIpuRAM

A pERfEcT 
WoRLd!

The National board and club presidents of Skål India pose for a keepsake after the NcM at 
chariot beach Resorts, Mahabalipuram



Ticking All The RighT Boxes
AccoMModATIoN
The cosy and comfortable cottages 
and suites at the resort define taste, 
elegance, and convenience. With 
magnificent views and a plethora 
of modern amenities, these rooms 
are designed to delight. With king-
sized or queen-sized beds, television, 
minibar, in-room safe, and more, the 
rooms come with plush interiors and 
warm colour palettes to give you the 
best experience in the city.

 dINING & WINING
There are three dining options at 
the resort: Coast – The Sea Food 
Restaurant; Kapi Multicuisine 
Restaurant and Paanam – The Bar. 
The outdoor seating arrangement 
makes sure that you are close to 
nature while you gorge on some of the 
best seafood delicacies, tandoors, 
and grills and try out a wide variety of 
cocktails and mocktails.

bANQuET hALLS
The resort has three banquet halls 
– Frangi Pani, Marigold, and Orchid, 
which are ideal for weddings, 
business meetings, conferences, 
presentations, and group 
discussions. These halls are spacious 

and equipped with contemporary 
amenities and facilities that are 
guaranteed to make your event 
super successful – be it a corporate 
or informal one.

WELLNESS SpA
On a tiresome day, walk into the 
Wellness Spa for an energising and 
rejuvenating therapy session. You 
are in the best hands when you lie 
down and let certified professionals 
work on your mind-body-spirit. This 
revitalising massage treatment is 
100% Ayurvedic in nature and brings 
together traditional methods to 
balance your body and mind.

oLYMpIc-SIZEd pooL & pRIVATE 
bEAch AccESS
Chariot Resorts offers eight categories 
of accommodation overlooking the 
sea, a garden area, and an Olympic-
sized pool. Enjoy this unspoiled private 
beach accessible exclusively to 
resort guests. Experience a romantic 
candle-lit dinner on the beach 
with your loved one, without 
any distractions. On request, 
parties and formal events 
can be organised for you, 
right next to the ocean!

at Mahabalipuram, on the Coromandel 
Coast in the Kancheepuram district. 
Mahishamardini Rock Cut Temple, 
Krishna Mandapam, and the New 
Lighthouse are famous local landmarks, 
and the area’s natural beauty can be 
seen at Mamallapuram Beach. In other 
words, it’s hard to think of a better 
getaway on India’s south-eastern coast.

Post Covid-19, the Chariot Beach Resorts 
management team has conducted a 
thorough review of all existing health 
and safety processes and worked 
with a team of experts to develop and 
validate additional protocols. These 
enhanced protocols, operational 
guidance, and comprehensive health 
and safety procedures validated 
by SGS are adapted based on local 
requirements and recommendations, 
to ensure guests’ safety and peace of 
mind from check-in to check-out. These 
guidelines include hand sanitising 
stations at all entrances, the use of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
and protective screens, enhanced and 
recorded cleaning and disinfection 
frequency, social distancing in all areas 
of its hotels, including in the Meeting & 

Event facilities, training in local, Centres 
for Disease Control, or World Health 
Organisation recommendations and 
health guidelines, a reiteration of food 
safety standards and comprehensive 
staff training.

Most delegates arrived a day prior 
to the main event and fraternised 
over a cocktail dinner and some light 
entertainment. Some opted to take 
a walk along the long stretch of virgin 
beach that offers panoramic views 
overlooking the blissful sea on either 
end. On the second evening, after the 
AGM was done and dusted, another 
cocktail dinner followed, with Dr. 
Mathiventhan, the recently-appointed 
Minister for Tourism, Government of 
Tamil Nadu, in attendance. The last 
item on the agenda was an award and 
recognition ceremony wherein the 
efforts of all Skålleagues and affiliated 
partners were recognised.

All in all, it was an affair to remember. 
Every Skålleague in attendance 
departed from Chariot Beach Resorts 
feeling refreshed and rejuvenated. 
Blame it on the ambience!
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premier nodal bodies – ASSOCHAM, the 
fountainhead of Knowledge for Indian 
industry; and Skål International India, 
a global travel & tourism association 
with a local India presence comprising 
all verticals in the travel domain – came 
together to extend support to the local 
promoters.

Staged in Bengaluru on August 27 at the 
glitzy Ritz-Carlton Hotel, the conclave, 
in its maiden avatar, was aimed at the 
corporate cream of Bengaluru’s multi-
faceted industry beyond the information 
technology community. To maintain 
safe social distancing and necessary 
Covid-19 protocols in line with local 
government regulations, the conclave 
witnessed high-profile management 
executives deliberating on revitalising 
and stimulating corporate & MICE 
(meetings, incentives, conferences, 
and events) travel across India in this 
age of the ‘new normal.’

Comprising an array of panel 
discussions, addresses, and analyses 
by industry experts, and audio-visual 
presentations, the recently-concluded 
conclave proved to be the ideal agent-
provocateur to identify issues and find 
solutions from industry professionals. 
The one-day conference witnessed 
an assembly of representation from 
policy planners, service providers, and 
industry professionals who discussed 
and debated on several key topics – the 

focal point being how to resuscitate the 
travel trade and hospitality industry, 
post-pandemic.

The conclave received strong support 
from the Government of Karnataka, 
Department of Tourism. Commenting 
on the occasion, Pankaj Kumar Pandey 
(IAS), Principal Secretary, said; “The 
Government of Karnataka has always 
been in the forefront to support tourism, 
within the country and beyond. We actively 
support this initiative and co-host this 
conclave to seal our solidarity with the 
tourism industry, as representatives from 
various stakeholders of the fraternity 
are present. Karnataka offers 'many 
worlds in one State' to cater to every  
tourist fancy, from culture and heritage 
to nature and pilgrimage. It’s a 
perfect backdrop to announce the 
revival of our tourism industry,  
which will be more 
Responsible, Resourceful, 
and Resilient in the 
future.”

India’s travel and tourism industry 
has suffered monumental losses 
owing to the scourge of the Covid-19 

pandemic. From the hospitality sector 
to aviation and all verticals in between 
(and that includes travel agents, tour 
operators, restaurants, shopping 
malls, and tourist ground transport) 

– the entire value chain – has been hit 
by low demand and dwindling margins 
leading to loss of employment and 
income.

As part of a resuscitation programme, 
a group of seasoned and young 
entrepreneurs supported by India’s two 
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The recently-concluded conclave in India’s IT capital, 
which was organised by NewIndia.Travel, with 

support from  ASSOCHAM and Skål International 
India, championed the cause of resuscitating travel 

demand in the corporate world, whilst making a 
strong statement in a world that’s slowly emerging 

from the pandemic. Ivor Vaz reports...

POST-PaNdEmIc, 
maIdEN IN-PErSON 
TraVEl cONclaVE dEBuTS

IN BENgaluru

Karnataka Tourism, Environment & Ecology minister anand Singh lights the inaugural lamp. He 
is flanked by Sk. anurag gupta; Skål India President Sk. carl Vaz; Pankaj Kumar Pandey (IaS) – 

Secretary, Tourism department, government of Karnataka; and Sk. Xavier Furtado

minister of Tourism, Environment & Ecology, govt. of Karnataka, anand Singh (third from left), 
releases the Knowledge report at the NewIndia.Travel conclave. Others in the picture are (l-r) 

Sk. Sudipta das (director, Infallible Travel); B.V. Naidu (chairman, Southern region development 
council, aSSOcHam); Pankaj Kumar Pandey, IaS (Secretary, Tourism department, govt. of 

Karnataka); mohamed Farouk (regional director – South, ministry of Tourism, govt. of India); 
and Sk. carl Vaz (cmd, charson advisory & National President of Skål International India)

Karnataka Tourism, Environment & Ecology 
minister anand Singh



India’s premier business association 
ASSOCHAM has taken on mentorship 
by powering the conclave through its 
wide reach of member chambers and 
trade associations. Commenting on 
the initiative, Vineet Agarwal, President 
ASSOCHAM, said; “The Indian travel 
industry is a vital contributor of 
employment opportunities, enabling 
the country to leverage its vast 
demographic dividend. Domestic 
tourism is paramount to resuscitating 
travel and tourism. ASSOCHAM is 
creating this event as a platform to invite 
insights and recommendations from 
various stakeholders, strengthening 
the ecosystem for domestic tourism."

Likewise, Skål International India, has 
extended support to the event as a 
knowledge partner. The association 
will be represented by senior travel, 
tourism, aviation, and hospitality 
industry management. Commenting on 
the occasion, Carl Vaz, President of Skål 
International India, said; “As part of our 
regroup and recovery drive, Skål India 
has placed into effect an ambitious 
rebranding and direct to consumer 
approach strategy. Our knowledge 
partner association with NewIndia.
Travel is in line with our new vision to 
actively engage with the Indian Central 
and State Government, policymakers, 
and the corporate community.”

Sudipta Deb, Director at Infallible 

Travel Concepts Pvt Ltd and National 
Committee Head (Sponsorship) 
for Skål International India, said: 
“NewIndia.Travel is conceptualised on 
the eternal ethos of Indian Hospitality – 
‘Vasudaiva Kutumbakom’. The tourism 
and hospitality industry is looking for 
solidarity across all segments of Indian 
industries, corporate associations, and 
government bodies to resurrect itself 
to its deserved glory. We are blessed to 
have such a motherland where myriad 
diversities greet us every 200 km. And 
yet it is exquisitely united by the spirit 
of one nation. Being a premier global 
body of travel trade and hospitality 
professionals, Skål International India 
is viewing this platform as an urgent 
need of the desperate times to ally all 
the forces of all Industries to resuscitate 
the tourism industry as a checkmate 
to the unprecedented crisis of the 
pandemic.”

Anurag Gupta, Director at Corporate 
Outbound, said: “A year back we 
decided to hold NewIndia.Travel in 
August just after the first-wave graph 
had begun to decline, giving hope to 
travel again, but it did not last for long. 
To our dismay came the second wave, 
which was more devastating, but with 
a silver lining – we finally had a vaccine. 
Today, we have around 54 crores 
vaccinated Indians, inclined to travel 
again. The NewIndia.Travel conclave 
will be deliberating to chart out the 
way forward of the tourism industry 
after the pandemic focusing on ‘Dekho 
Apna Desh’, to move on from the virtual 
world to the real world. Let the fully 
vaccinated travel era begin.”

India has been divided into several 
industries and sectors to streamline 
its economic activities. One such 
sector is Tourism, which in turn 
houses several sub-sectors. 
Like most industries, 
Tourism has many 
dependent players 
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Skål India members assemble for a group photograph at the event. (l-r) Sk. manav Soni,  
Sk. Seetharam Subramaniam, Sk. carl Vaz, Sk. Sanjeev mehra, Sk. Venkat reddy,  

Sk. Krishna gopalan

(l-r) Sk. anurag gupta (Founder & md, gTFc); dr. Vinay devaraja, md (consultant Infectious 
diseases – apollo Hospital Bangalore); Tuhin Biswas (President & chief Human resource Officer 

– Emami ltd); Sk. carl Vaz (cmd, charson advisory & National President of Skål International 
India); Kavin Kumar Kandasamy (Founder & cEO, my PPE Wellness Pvt ltd); P.K. mohan Kumar 

(Founder & cEO, Turnstone Hospitality); and Sk. Sudipta das (director, Infallible Travel)

Vineet agarwal, President aSSOcHam



which are indirectly or directly affected by 
the sector's performance. The Ministry 
of Tourism designs national policies 
for the development and promotion 
of tourism. In the process, the Ministry 
consults and collaborates with other 
stakeholders in the sector including 
various central ministries/agencies, 
state governments, union territories, and 
private sector representatives. It is one 
of the largest industries in India, with a 
total contribution of over USD 247 billion 
to the country's GDP and estimated to 
double in the coming years.

Some of the recent initiatives taken 
by the Government to boost tourism 
include a grant of export house status 
to the tourism sector and incentives 
for promoting private investment in 
the form of Income Tax exemptions, 
interest subsidy, and reduced import 
duty. The hotel and tourism-related 
industry has been declared a high 
priority industry for foreign investment, 
which entails automatic approval of 
direct investment up to 51% of foreign 
equity and allowing 100% non-resident 
Indian investment and simplifying rules 
regarding the grant of approval to travel 
agents, tour operators, and tourist 
transport operators. Briefly, Indian 
tourism has huge untapped potential for 
generating employment and ensuring 
a steady flow of foreign exchange 
besides giving a much-needed boost 
to the country’s overall economic 
and social development. There have 
been significant improvements in the 
spheres of increasing air seat capacity, 
trains and railway connectivity to 
important tourist destinations, four-
laning of roads connecting important 
tourist centers. Concerted efforts are 
being made to promote niche tourism 
products such as rural, cruise, medical, 
and eco-tourism.

To mark the occasion, a ‘Knowledge 
Report’ was released at the hands of 
Anand Singh, the newly-appointed 

Minister of Tourism, Environment & 
Ecology, Government of Karnataka. 
As the tourism industry has been very 
dynamic since its inception, it was only 
prudent to construct a white paper to 
present an overview and examine the 
past trends and events, the current 
scenario, and going forward, the possible 
shape of things to come. It is a volatile 
industry and has been hit adversely by 
the coronavirus pandemic. The report 
tries to examine the challenges arising 
out of the pandemic that has dented 
the industry. It also incorporates several 
new-age trends in the industry that can 
help weather the storm.

“We hope that the Knowledge Report will 
prove to be a useful analysis document 
for our clients as also for all professionals 
associated with the tourism industry as 
practitioners and commentators,” said 
Jyoti Prakash Gadia, Managing Director, 
Resurgent India Limited (an Investment 
Bank a SEBI-registered Category I 
Merchant Bank, and also a certified 
company under ISO 9001:2015), 
the knowledge partner of 
ASSOCHAM and Skål 
International India, that put 
together the white paper 
which was released at 
the event.
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ABOUT NEWINDIA.TRAVEL
NewIndia.Travel is conceptualised 
as a platform for like-minded 
professionals who want to see 
the survival, progress, and rise of 
the industry. The intention is to 
act as a catalyst for debate on key 
issues plaguing the tourism and 
hospitality industry. It is designed 
to arrive at anticipating future 
scenarios and finding solutions, 
identify and provide a bridge to 
connect today’s resources, and 
build organisational resilience to 
meet tomorrow’s challenges.

Smiles time after the show! The NewIndia.Travel team pose with Skål India Board members and 
representatives from the travel-trade & hospitality industry

The backstage team that worked tirelessly behind the scenes for months on end to put the event 
together pose for a keepsake with Skål India President Sk. carl Vaz 
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Sk. Sudipta deb felicitates Karanataka 
Tourism, Environment & Ecology minister 
anand Singh

Karnataka Tourism, Environment & 
Ecology minister anand Singh

Sk. Sanjeev mehra felicitates mohamed 
Farouk, regional director (South), 
ministry of Tourism, govt. of India

Pankaj Kumar Pandey (IaS), Secretary, 
Karnataka Tourism

Pankaj Kumar Pandey, IaS, Secretary, 
Karanataka Tourism with Sk. anurag 
gupta

Skål India First VP Sk. Sanjeev mehra

Sk. anurag gupta greets minister anand 
Kumar

Skål India President Sk. carl Vaz

aSSOcHam’s B.V. Naidu welcomes 
minister anand Singh

B.V. Naidu, chairman, Southern region 
development council, aSSOcHam

mohamed Farouk, regional director 
(South), ministry of Tourism, govt. of India 
with minister anand Singh

mohamed Farouk, regional director 
(South), ministry of Tourism,  
govt. of India
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Sk. carl Vaz and Vijay Ladhani Sk. carl Vaz and Sk. Ayappa Somaiah

Tuhin Biswas, chief Human resources 
Officer, Emami

Sk. Venkat reddy, Sk. carl Vaz and  
Sk. Vijay Ladhani

Dr. Vinay Devraj, MD, Infectious 
Diseases Expert at Apollo Hospitals

Sk. Sudipta Deb and Kavin Kumar 
Kandasamy

Kavin Kumar Kandasamy and Sk. P.K. 
Mohankumar

KOTIN Editor Ivor Vaz with Wipro’s rajdev 
Bhattacharya

Sk. Sunil Va makes a point during a panel 
discussion

Sk. Avijit chaturvedi with Vikramjit Singh 
of Lemon Tree Hotels

Panel Discussion in progress Akshay Bansal manages the My PPE 
Wellness booth
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Karnataka Tourism, Environment & 
Ecology minister anand Singh makes 
a point to Pankaj Kumar Pandey IaS, 
Secretary, Karnataka Tourism

 NewIndia.Travel core team - Sk. carl Vaz, 
Sk. Sudipta deb and Sk. anurag gupta

Sk. Sudipta deb rajdev Bhattacharya, global Head - Travel 
& Hospitality and Business Head of 
Wipro’s digital B2B 

Sangeeta Nandy and Syed Naqin ahmed 
of umbr Tree

Sk. carl Vaz presents a copy of Karnataka 
Protector to Karnataka Tourism, 
Environment & Ecology minister anand 
Singh

akshay Bhatt, Kavin Kandasamy,  
Sk. Xavier Furtado, B.V Naidu

amarnath lal das, VP, India Travel, 
meeting & Events, accenture Solutions

Vinay Nanjappa, director - Silver Peak 
global

Sk. Sanjeev mehra and Sk. manav SoniSk. romi Furtado Sk. mohammed Parvez, Sk. Xavier Furtado, 
Sk. Sudipta deb



Despite the challenges of months 
of inactivity and closure of 
businesses due to Covid-19, 

Skål Mumbai South (732) performed 
the role of ‘giver’ to perfection. On the 
occasion of India’s 75th Independence 
Day on August 15, 2021, the Club 
touched the lives of the children living 
at the YMCA Bombay Boys Home 
with an outstanding gesture. Usable 
laptops, cellphones, Ipads, desktops, 
and hard drives, were donated to this 
centre by the SIMS Club Secretary 
Sk. Thomas Kuncheria and his team 
of dedicated colleagues, Sk. Falguni 
Parekh, Sk. Maneka Mulchandani, 
Sk. Suresh Gulrajani and Sk. John 
Abraham.  The items were handed 

over to Paul George, General 
Secretary, Bombay YMCA  in presence 
of Jason Samuel, President Bombay 
YMCA, resident pupils, teachers, 
and members of SIMS 732. This act 
of benevolence performed by Skål 
Mumbai South was the result of three 
months of painstaking efforts initiated 
by its Club President Sk. Kuldeep 
Bharti, and followed diligently by Sk. 
Thomas and his team.

Located in Andheri West, Bombay 
YMCA Boys Home houses 55 orphaned 
boys aged between 5-18 years and 
provides free education in SSC board 
schools, besides meals, clothing, 
medical facilities, and private tuitions.

Spearheaded by Sk. Ajay 
Bhatnagar, a strong appeal 
was made to Skålleagues and 

corporate entities for donations of IT 
equipment to facilitate online learning 
for students in the current scenario. An 
encouraging response made it possible 
for the Skål Asia President Sk. Sanjay 
Datta and the Executive Committee of 
Skål Delhi (125), led by President Sk. 
Greesh Bindra to bring a smile to many 
a student when they visited a learning 
centre run by The Leu Foundation. 
Special thanks go out to Ease My Trip, 
TBO, OYO, and Airborne Holidays for 
their valuable contributions towards 

bringing success to this activity. 
Skål Delhi has subsequently been 
honoured with a plaque in recognition 
of its CSR E-Volution activity at a recent 
event in Mahabalipuram where Sk. 
Greesh received the citation from Dr. 
Mathivendan M, the Tourism Minister 
of Tamil Nadu.

CSR continues to constitute an 
important part of Club Delhi’s agenda 
and it stands committed to supporting 
identified NGOs with the donation 
drive towards IT equipment for use by 
students which undoubtedly remains 
the need of the hour.
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 SkåL MuMBAI SouTh

SkåL DELhI

An InDEpEnDEncE 
DAy To REMEMBER!

unDERpRIvILEgED kIDS 
gET A hELpIng hAnD

SIMS club Secretary Sk. Thomas kuncheria (third from right) and other Skålleagues from  
South Mumbai at the yMcA Bombay Boys home

Skål Delhi president Sk. greesh Bindra and his team pose for a keepsake with a bunch of  
happy children after a donation drive. others in the picture (L-R) are Sk. Telka Maira,  

Sk. Manish Marwah, Skål India Treasurer Sk. Ranjit vig, Skål Asia president Sk. Sanjay Datta  
and Sk. Ajay Bhatnagar
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During the toughest months of 
the pandemic, when India was 
fighting the deadly second wave 

of Covid-19, a brilliant initiative by 
Skål Coimbatore (730) helped the city 
breathe a little easier. ‘Care Coimbatore’ 
was instituted by the members to help 
the needy people of Coimbatore get 
medical assistance from Government 
hospitals and other support systems.

Under the able leadership of President 
Sk. Charles Fabian, the Club carried out 
a number of donation drives and service 
programmes. In May, it donated medical 
equipment to the Government Hospital, 
Coimbatore. June was a particularly 

frantic month. Skål Coimabatore gifted 
1,500 disposable bedsheets and pillow 
covers to the Coimbatore Medical 
College Hospital. It also arranged for 
100 oximeters and 3,000 face masks 
to primary healthcare centres in 
Pollachi. These were handed over to 
Sub Collector Dr. Vaithianathan (IAS). 
The Club also donated 2 wheelchairs, 
2 stretchers, and 1 PA system to ESIC 
Hospital, Coimbatore, to address the 
needs of a Covid-19 ward that had 
over 400 patients. As the news spread 
about this benevolent gesture, the 
civic bodies of Coimbatore got to know 
about Skål India, and joined the Club in 
this crusade for a cause.

SkåL coIMBAToRE
A BRILLIAnT InITIATIvE 

nAMED ‘cARE’

Skål coimbatore president Sk. charles Fabian along with his team hands over wheelchairs, 
stretchers, and a pA system to the concerned authorities at ESIc hospital

Tourism is one of the world’s most 
important economic sectors. It 
employs one in every ten people 

on earth and provides livelihoods to 
hundreds of millions more. However, 
the Covid-19 pandemic has had a 
massive social and economic impact 
for nearly two years now. Both 
developed and developing economies 
have been hit. And the most 
vulnerable groups such as the travel-
tourism and hospitality sector have 
been hit hardest of all. The restart of 
tourism will help kickstart recovery 
and growth.

With this thought in mind, the 
outgoing and incoming Boards of 
Skål International Bombay (144) 
got together on World Tourism 
Day on September 27, to plan their 
handover and chart the way forward 
for the beleaguered industry as the 
pandemic begins to ease off. Present 
on the occasion was the outgoing Skål 
Bombay President Sushil Bhatt and his 
team, as well as the newly constituted 
team of the incoming President Sunil 
Va, which includes VP 1 Vinayakk Laud, 
VP 2 Rosita Haribal, Treasurer Rakesh 
Marrott, and Secretary Kunal Sampat.

SkåL BoMBAy
chARTIng ThE WAy 

FoRWARD

The outgoing and incoming Boards of Skål Bombay pose together for a memorable picture on the 
occasion of World Tourism Day



4948

P
H

O
TO

 F
EA

T
U

R
E

OcTObER 2021OcTObER 2021

KOTIN 
GOEs PlAcEs!

skål Delhi President Greesh bindra presents a copy of KOTIN to Rupinder brar,  
Additional Director General, Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India. Also in the frame are Ravi Arora 

(partially hidden) and M.P. Khanna 

skål India President sk. carl Vaz presents a copy of KOTIN to Anand singh, Minister of Tourism, 
Ecology & Environment, Govt. of Karnataka

committee Members of skål srinagar pose with copies of KOTIN, along with  
National President sK. carl Vaz

President of south Kerala Hoteliers 
Forum chako Paul (left) skål 
Trivandrum President and sk. Raja 
Gopal Iyer (centre) and present a 
copy of KOTIN to lok sabha MP 
shashi Tharoor

skål India National President sk. carl Vaz, VP1 sk. sanjeev Mehra and  
VP2 sk. Venkat Reddy present copies of KOTIN to Anand singh (Minister of Tourism,  

Ecology & Environment, Govt. of Karnataka) and Pankaj Kumar Pandey, IAs (IAs Officer: 
secretary, Tourism Dept., Govt. of Karanataka)



The festive season is just around the corner. 
Every domestic Indian traveller knows 
that the best time to travel within most 
parts of the country is during the cool, dry 
season, between November and March. 
While Delhi, Agra, Varanasi, Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh are ideal at this time 
of year, temperatures in Goa and South 
India, usually in the high 30s, also start to 
ease up. Naturally, this means that people 
often travel to celebrate these festivals, be 
it to their hometowns or to other places to 
celebrate with a vacation. Unfortunately, 
this year, much like 2020, the coronavirus 
pandemic has made travel a challenging 
proposition. However, with India seemingly 
at the tail end of the second wave, domestic 
travel is beginning to pick up steam.

Compared to the deadly second Covid-19 
wave that hit the country during April-May 
this year, the pandemic has eased to a 
large extent. Compared to the peak of over 
400,000 cases and 4,000 deaths per day 
for several consecutive days five months 
ago, India is currently reporting just 10,000 
new cases and 400 deaths daily. Hopefully, 
this means we are beginning to see the light 
at the end of a long, dark tunnel.

Domestic tourism in India is already rising 
sharply as India starts to unlock after 
having struggled with the pandemic for 
over a year and a half. People who stayed 

indoors under the strict lockdown imposed 
from March 25 last year are aggressively 
venturing out of their homes in a bid to chill 
out. The increase in daily domestic flights 
to popular tourist destinations, train ticket 
sales, hotel-bookings, pilgrimage tourism 
over the past several weeks are all leading 
indicators of amplified tourism. Huge 
crowds have been witnessed in popular 
tourist destinations after the Central and 
State Governments lifted travel restrictions 
and opened up hotels and resorts. Both 
the transportation and accommodation 
sectors are reporting a huge uptick in 
bookings, as per the aggregators. Travel 
gurus have already christened this surge as 
revenge tourism.

As far as international travel goes, the skies 
haven’t opened up as yet, but the signs are 
good. With Covid-19 cases declining in many 
parts of the world, countries have started 
opening their borders for foreign travellers. 
Thailand is now allowing quarantine-free 
entry to fully-vaccinated travellers from 
63 countries, including India. Australia 
has recognised Hyderabad-based Bharat 
Biotech’s Covaxin (it had already approved 
the Pune-based SII’s Covishield). At the 
time of writing, the Ministry of External 
Affairs informed that five more countries 
have opened their gates to Indian travellers.

India also operates special international 
flights under the Vande Bharat Mission and 
under bilateral ‘air bubble’ arrangements 
with selected countries, including the US, 
the UK, the UAE, and France. Under an air-
bubble pact between two countries, special 
international flights can be operated by 
their airlines between their territories with 
specific restrictions.

It’s time to hit the road. Revenge tourism is 
the name of the game!

Ivor Vaz
Author, Historian, Journalist
Editor – KOTIN
Skål International India

IT’S TIME FOR  
REVENGE TOURISM!
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ADVERTISE WITH US 
KOTIN, a trusted voice in the travel and tourism industry, is circulated amongst the 
members of Skål India, comprising industry professionals from the hospitality sector 
who form the most prominent and visible representatives of the various sectors of 
the industry – hoteliers, tour operators, airlines, tourism promotion boards, and travel 
consultants.

Skål India membership forms the crème de la crème of the industry, which includes key 
decision-makers including MDs, Presidents, Chairpersons, CEOs, CTOs, CIOs, COOs, 
CFOs, Vice Presidents, Project Heads, and General Managers, as well as heads of 
various departments in the hospitality industry, including Sales & Marketing Directors, 
Chief Engineers, Procurement Heads, Revenue Heads, Housekeeping Heads, Chefs, 
F&B Directors, etc.

KOTIN is circulated throughout the country through Skål’s 15 Clubs in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Bombay, Chennai, Kochi, Bangalore, Pune, Hyderabad, Goa, Trivandrum, Hyderabad, 
Coimbatore, Mumbai South, Mysuru, and the soon-to-be-launched Bhubaneswar.

KOTIN will also be distributed in the corporate sector to heads of marketing, sales, and 
travel departments.

KOTIN provides advertisers with a targeted audience who are high net worth individuals, 
entrepreneurs, investors, and senior corporate executives in the hospitality industry via 
carefully controlled distribution and circulation channels.

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF
 INSIDE FRONT COVER Rs. 1,00,000
 FULL PAGE COLOUR Rs. 75,000
 DOUBLE SPREAD COLOUR Rs. 1,30,000
 INSIDE BACK COVER Rs.  90,000
 BACK COVER Rs. 1,50,000

SPEcIAL OFFER 
2 PAGE SPONSORED FEATURE  
FOR CLUBS ONLY – Rs. 50,000

All Skål India members provided  
with a 20% Discount

For advertising details, contact  
Krishna Gopalan: 9822030908 

skalindiaads@gmail.com



JOIN THE MAKING 
OF NEW WORLD
1 OCTOBER 2021 - 31 MARCH 2022




