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My dear Skålleagues,

For several issues since 
we conceptualised KOTIN 
in December of 2020, my  
Presidential messages have been 
tamed to conform to our editorial 
content and perhaps hint at a few 
smaller issues. But let’s raise the 
bar from hereon and permit me to 
take up key issues more strongly 
for the benefit of members.

It’s been 13 months since this 
team took over the reins of Skål 
International India, and we can 
proudly claim that our KOTIN 
magazine has completed seven 
issues despite the challenges 
of the pandemic and lack of 
su�cient income. Reviewing our 
performances and the tasks that 
lie ahead, as explained last month, 
remain a key focus for Skål India 
National Board members.

However, we must continuously 
add to our performance measures, 
and thus the next challenge 
– making India known and 
acknowledged globally.

Skål International India is not 
new to the Skål world, or for that 
matter, vice versa. But the fact 
remains that despite our existence 
for decades, we have not managed 
to hold on to a seat at the global 
Executive Committee / Board 
or secure the Presidency of the 
International Skål Councillors. We 
give due credit to our Skål leagues 
who did manage to make it to the 
post of Director. But to be able to 

hold onto that position and move 
further ahead, India needs to 
network deep into Skål.

If we are to go by the above, then 
it becomes imperative for Skål 
India to begin an era of reaching 
out to the four corners of the Skål 
universe – from interactive sessions 
with other national committees 
to taking forward the concept of 
twinning that was thought about 
during the 2017 World Congress in 
Hyderabad. Critically, we should 
be able to have dozens (if not 
hundreds) of Skål India leaders 
and members alike crisscrossing 
the globe and networking for the 
benefit of our great nation. This 
would mean a traveling Skål Indian 
needs to place the nation first and 
himself / herself second during a 
visit to an event like a Congress or a 
Global Expo like WTM, or whilst on 
a FAM, a study tour, whilst leading 
a group tour / MICE, or even on a 
personal leisure visit to a foreign 
nation. Only then will India be 
spoken and recognised by other 
nations – because we will be taking 
the statement ‘doing business 
amongst Skalleagues’ literally.

As Skål India’s National Board, we 
need to begin a series of global 
connections. One such initiative 
that I took up on a personal 
level was my involvement with 
the ‘Relevance & Governance’ 
group led by a very senior set 
of Skålleagues from across the 
world. As the very name suggests, 

the group stands for making 
Skål become more ‘relevant’ as 
an organisation during a period 
wherein the members of not only 
Skål, but many other associations 
too are questioning the validity of 
their membership. The issue of 
‘governance’ is equally important 
with so many issues connected 
to it, from administrative to fiscal 
responsibilities. In the weeks that 
rolled by, I began to meet and 
interact online with former World 
Presidents, Presidents of National 
Committees, Club Presidents from 
the Americas to Europe and onto 
Africa.

As the gates of ‘international travel’ 
begin to open in a phased manner, 
it’s time to tear down the walls that 
hold Skål India from networking 
and reaching out to the world. 
No longer will Skål India’s image 
be projected or stage managed 
globally by a ‘select’ few.

I encourage our members and 
club leadership to come forth with 
ideas on how they would like to 
participate with the global reach 
out initiative. Let’s not only ‘make 
in India’, but also ‘export to the 
world’ in order for the dream to 
come alive. Skal!

Sincerely,

Carl Vaz
President
Skål International  
India
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from the rest of Asia, marked off as it is 
by mountains and the sea, which give 
the country a distinct geographical 
entity.

Fringed by the Great Himalayas in 
the north, it stretches southwards 
and at the Tropic of Cancer, 
tapers off into the Indian 
Ocean between the Bay 
of Bengal on the east 
and the Arabian 

One of the oldest civilisations 
in the world, India is a 
mosaic of multicultural 
experiences. With a rich 
heritage and myriad 

attractions, the country is among the 
most popular tourist destinations in the 
world. It covers an area of 32,87,263 sq. 
km, extending from the snow-covered 
Himalayan heights to the tropical rain 
forests of the south. As the 7th largest 
country in the world, India stands apart 
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Alappuzha Backwaters, Kerala

Yoga in India

Incredible India beckons you with its 
mesmeric conflation of the old and the  

new where bustling old bazaars rub 
shoulders with swanky shopping malls,  

and majestic monuments accompany 
luxurious heritage hotels. It’s a country like 

no other is or ever will be.

THE BEST OF 
BOTH WORLDS!

The Skål India 
Connection
Skål International India represents 
all facets of the tourism industry. 
With a network of over 1,300 
members across 15 clubs in 14 
cities all over India, Skålleagues 
are leaders in every travel-related 
segment including hospitality, 
airlines & airports, railways, cruising, 
tourism departments, and inbound & 
outbound tour operators.
For further information, email 
Sk. Krishna Gopalan, National 
Secretary, Skål India (krishna@
travelmastersonline.com), or reach 
out to the nearest Skål International 
Club in your neighbourhood.



distinctly characterised by the subtle 
and sophisticated use of spices, grains, 
fruits and vegetables that are all grown 
in the country. Home to people of many 
religions who come from a plethora of 
cultural backgrounds, the food culture 
of the country has been influenced by 
all of them, including foreigners.

India’s sun-kissed coastlines, peace-
permeated hill stations and breezy 
riversides offer a host of nutritious 
food, spas, yoga, detox therapies, 
Ayurveda, naturopathy, Vedanta and 
meditation techniques, all retrieved 
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Sea on the west. As you travel the 
expanse of the country, you are greeted 
by diverse nuances of cuisines, faiths, 
arts, cra§s, music, nature, lands, tribes, 
history, and adventure sports. India has 
a mesmeric conflation of the old and 
the new. As the bustling old bazaars 
rub shoulders with swanky shopping 
malls, and majestic monuments 
accompany luxurious heritage hotels, 
the quintessential traveller can get 
the best of both worlds. Head to the 
mountains, enjoy a beach retreat, or 
cruise through the golden Thar, India 
has options galore for all.

The UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee’s 44th session at Fuzhou 
in China declared the Kakatiya 
Rudreshwara (Ramappa) Temple in 
Telangana’s Warangal; and Dholavira, 
a Harappan-era city in Gujarat, as 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. A§er 
the inclusion of these two, the number 
of World Heritage Sites in India now 
stands at 40.

Known for its diversity that varies with 
every region, state, community, culture 
and even religion, food in India is a vibrant 
assortment of uncountable dishes. It is 
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Salad

Suttar Feni

Pasta
Hawa Mahal, Jaipur



From shopping for jewellery in the 
bustling streets of Jaipur, in Rajasthan, 
to heritage weaves from Kashmir, 
Kanchipuram (Tamil Nadu) and 
Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), there’s much 
on offer. Moreover, high-end brands, 
plush malls and swanky stores provide 
a retail therapy that would leave any 
shopping enthusiast ecstatic. So 

whether you’re weaving through the 
lanes of Varanasi looking for premium 
Benarasee sarees, or stopping at 
designer stores in Delhi, Mumbai 
and Bengaluru, India delights 
you every time.

The Government 
has taken a slew 
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and curated from the most ancient of 
sciences and arts. With innumerable 
ways to keep both the mind and body 
aligned, peaceful and in perfect health, 
the country is the perfect stopover to 
holiday at a so§er pace.

It’s all in the mind, and reflected on 
the body. Our ancestors were well 

versed with this simple concept, owing 
to which many ancient sciences and 
techniques are still in practice. These 
have received worldwide renown and 
still continue to grow.

India is a dream destination for 
shopaholics as colours, cultures and 
curious buys greet you at every turn. 

Taj Mahal, Agra, Uttar Pradesh



of measures to support tourism 
sector in the wake of crisis due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. It has extended a 
number of regulatory and fiscal relief 
measures for industries, including the 
tourism sector for business continuity 
and job retention. The Government 
allowed the calibrated opening of the 
domestic tourism sector following an 
improvement in the Covid-19 situation. 

The Ministry of Tourism (MoT) has 
been focusing on promoting domestic 
tourism in the short term to hasten the 
recovery of the Indian tourism sector. 
The country has seen a significant 
recovery in domestic tourism with 
many tourism destinations receiving a 
large number of tourists.

In order to ensure adherence with the 

Covid-19 safety and hygiene protocol, 
the MoT has undertaken an initiative 
called SAATHI (System for Assessment, 
Awareness & Training for Hospitality 
Industry) in association with the Quality 
Council of India (QCI) for effective 
implementation of guidelines and SOPs 
issued with reference to Covid-19 and 
beyond for safe operations of hotels, 
restaurants, B&Bs, and other units.

With India achieving unprecedented 
success in its vaccination drive, the 
Government will consider calibrated 
opening of inbound tourism as 
well. The MoT is taking many 
steps to market Indian tourist 
destinations oversees. It 
is engaging with Indian 
Missions abroad 
for promoting 
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Statue of Unity, Kevadia, Gujarat

Dholavira, Kutch, Gujarat

Stone Chariot, Hampi, Karnataka



Visas for foreigners coming to India 
through chartered flights with effect 
from October 15, 2021.  Foreign tourists 
entering into India by flights other than 
chartered aircra§ would be able to do 
so only with effect from November 
15, 2021 on fresh Tourist Visas. All 
due protocols and norms relating to 
Covid-19 as notified by the Ministry 
of Health & Family Welfare from time 

to time, shall be adhered to by the 
foreign tourists, carriers bringing them 
into India and all other stakeholders at 
landing stations.

With this, the restrictions placed 
on visa and international 
travel stand further eased 
given the present overall 
Covid-19 situation.
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Indian tourist destinations in the 
overseas market. The Ministry is also 
strengthening its digital marketing 
strategies for promotion of Incredible 
India in overseas markets.

We are now preparing for opening 
inbound tourism and measures to 
grow inbound tourism post-pandemic. 
India has already announced 500,000 

free e-tourist visas for foreign tourists. 
That Government is confident that 
by working closely with industry 
stakeholders, India would be able to 
recover its international tourist arrivals 
to pre-pandemic levels sooner than 
later.

Furthermore, the Government decided 
to begin granting of fresh Tourist 

The Great Himalayas

Puri Golden Beach, Odisha

Ramappa Temple, Telangana 

Meenakshiamman Temple, Madurai, Tamil Nadu
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Manipuri Dancers

Wildlife Safari at Jim Corbett National Park Kaziranga National Park, Assam

Overview of Harappa Colony with Water Harvesting
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WorLD  
eXPo 2020

ConneCting 
minDs, Creating 

the Future
Never before in the history of 

World Expos have so many 
nations and so many cultures 

gathered together to do so much good 
for so many people.

The connections we will all make, 
our hopes and aspirations, and 
the opportunity to experience the 
innovation, ideas, cultures and 
traditions of 192 participating 
countries will all translate  
into building a better tomorrow for 

all of humanity.

Skål India celebrates its partnership 
with Dubai Expo 2020 in many 
ways. One important medium of 
communication is to spread the 
message to all its clubs within India. 
President Sk. Carl Vaz drove home 
the message and significance of the 
Expo’s connection to life through 
personal meetings and presentations 
with Skålleagues across the length 
and breadth of the country.
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skål india national President Carl vaz at Dubai expo 2020
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The new management of Skål 
Kochi (368) has indicated that 
‘sustainability’ is going to be a key 

focus area of the club, with its members 
glued to the task.

In association with the Zuri Kumarakom 
Kerala Resort & Spa, the club plans to 
farm 1,000 hatchlings of Pearl Spot 
(Karimeen), and then release them into 
the lagoon and Vembanad Lake. “This 
will quadruple and enable to achieve 
our goals for sustainable development,” 
stated President Sk. Sarat Valsraj, in his 
flier. ‘Responsible Tourism’ is the name 
of the game.

Sustainable Development Goal 14 is 
about ‘Life Below Water’, and is one of 
the 17 goals determined by the United 
Nations. ‘Conserve and sustainably 
use the hot oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development’ 
is the o�cial theme. Ten targets are 
to be achieved by 2030. Progress 
towards each target is being measured 
with one indicator each. According to 
a 2020 report on progress towards 
the Sustainable Development Goals, 
the current efforts to protect oceans, 
marine environments and small-scale 
fishers simply aren’t enough. Skål Kochi 
has serious plans to address this issue.

It’s well-known by all that Skål 
Coimbatore (730) is one of the 
most active clubs in the country. 

Something’s always brewing – 
especially with the bright minds of its 
Young Skål division.

Most recently, the members of the 
Young Skål Coimbatore assembled 
together for a dynamic day-long 
session on Revenue Management. It’s 
worth noting that this subject is not 
included in any college curriculum and 
is rarely taught elsewhere. Even so, it’s 
very significant, as it helps students in 
hospitality and travel-tourism to deal 

with problems of perishable inventory, 
fixed costs, and varied demands to 
achieve higher revenues. Regretably, 
only 20 out of a total of 42 youngsters 
could attend the session, as the others 
were busy with their internship schedule 
in different cities. From the youngsters’ 
viewpoint, National President Sk. Carl 
Vaz’s address was truly motivating 
in this maiden meet. The highlight of 
the programme was a talent show 
organised by Sk. Priyadarshini. The 
ever-affable Sk. Charles Fabian, 
President of Skål Coimbatore, presided 
over the function, which ended with a 
delectable high tea.
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SKÅL KOCHI

SKÅL COIMBATORE

SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT AT  
THE FOREFRONT

A CRASH COURSE IN 
REVENUE MANAGEMENT

Zuri Kumarakom Kerala Resort & Spa in Kottayam, Kerala

Sk. Charles Fabian, President of Skål Coimbatore with his Young Skål team at the event
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Skål International Mumbai South 
(SIMS 732) celebrated ‘The Joy 
Of Giving Week’ by spreading 

and sharing smiles amongst the 
children of two worthy organisations. 
Celebrated every year from October 
2nd to 8th, The Joy Of Giving Week 
is India’s own ‘Festival Of Giving’ or 
‘Daan Utsav’.

On October 4th, Sk. Manish Sodhi, CEO 
– Hotel Sahara Star, treated 55 boys 
at the YMCA Boys Home, a home for 
vagrant boys in Andheri, with a healthy 
and sumptuous meal. He has pledged 
to serve these boys with a Monday 
meal on behalf of Hotel Sahara Star for 

the next few months.

Furthermore, SIMS 732 also made a 
difference to the lives of 80 children from 
the Enrich Lives Foundation, Mankhurd, 
Mumbai. On October 8th, the Club 
distributed drawing books, notebooks, 
oil pastel colours, and snack boxes 
to the children at the organisation’s 
kindergarten. Among its many projects, 
the Foundation aims to ensure continuity 
in education for underprivileged children 
by conducting online and o²ine 
programmes, besides equipping them 
with basic skills in spoken and written 
English, mathematics, EVS and general 
knowledge.

SKÅL MUMBAI SOUTH
THE JOY OF GIVING 

WEEK CELEBRATIONS

55 vagrant boys at the YMCA Boys Home were treated to a sumptuous meal by SIMS 732

The India International Travel 
Mart (IITM), which took place 
from 26th to 28th November 

2021, in Pune was a grand success, 
with tourism stakeholders from the 
states of Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and 
Jammu & Kashmir in attendance.

IITM, India leading event for travel 
industry, is a vibrant travel showcase, 
presenting a diverse range of destinations 
and industry sectors to Indian and 
international travel professionals. It 
is a unique opportunity for the travel 
trade to meet, network, negotiate and 
conduct business. The event is aimed at 

bringing the industry, face-to-face with 
the travel trade. More than 1,50,000 
discerning travel purchasers embark 
on IITM, which is held at the country’s 
major markets of Mumbai, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Hyderabad, Pune, Kochi, Delhi, 
and Kolkata.

Said Skål India National Secretary 
Sk. Krishna Gopalan, who is also a 
member of Skål Pune (452): “The vast 
conversion growth on digital platforms 
is rampant today. Many have forgotten 
the uniqueness and the taste of visiting 
an exhibition and sharing ideas. IITM 
is a great platform to conduct and 
acquire cultural learning and encourage 
perspective belongingness.”

SKÅL PUNE
IITM GETS AN 

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE

(L-R) Deepak Pujari, Leena Karkera, V.G. Kelkar, Sk. Krishna Gopalan, Nehram Zadeh 
and Sk. Rohit Hangal during the lamp-lighting at the exhibition
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SKÅL INDIA’S 
CLUBS CELEBRATE  

THE FESTIVAL  
OF LIGHTS

Skål India clubs across the board celebrated 
the festival of Diwali with great joy and gusto.  

A glimpse of the posh parties some of the 
clubs organised…

SIMS 732 HOSTS A GRAND BASH AT ITC MARATHA
On October 27th, Skål International 
Mumbai South hosted a grand Diwali 
Bash at ITC Maratha, Mumbai. Gracing 
the occasion as Chief Guests were 
Ashish Kumar Singh, Additional 
Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister, 
Govt. of Maharashtra; Valsa Nair 
Singh, Principal Secretary – Tourism, 
Excise, and Civil Aviation, Govt. of 
Maharashtra; and Sk. Ranjini Nambiar, 
Immediate Past President, Skål India. 
Also present were Sammy Yahia, 
Director – India and Philippines, 
Israel Ministry of Tourism; and Judah 

Samuel, Director of Marketing – India, 
Israel Ministry of Tourism.

The highlight of the evening was 
‘Why Join Skål?’ – an exclusive 
video produced by the Club, which 
highlighted the numerous benefits and 
privileges that a Skål member enjoys. 
This video has been extremely well-
received by the members of SIMS 732 
as well as other Clubs in the Skål India 
network. A stunning ‘SIMS 732 Family 
Tree’ was also created, with pictures of 
the Club’s members.

The Skål International Mumbai South family pose for a keepsake It’s ‘Cheers Time’ for SIMS 732

 Lighting of the lamp to begin the evening on an auspicious note

Sk. Jason Samuel 
raises the Skål Toast

Sk. Pinky Mulchandani felicitating 
Ashish Kumar Singh, Addl. Chief 
Secretary to the Chief Minister, 

Maharashtra
Valsa Nair Singh being felicitated 

by Sk. Atul Bhalla
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IT’S PARTY TIME FOR 
SKÅL BANGALORE!
The members of Skål Bangalore 
came together on 13th November 
2021 at the Holiday Inn Race Course 
to celebrate the Festival of Lights. 
Skålleagues, along with their families 
turned out in large numbers in their 
ethnic and colourful wear. While the 
men networked, the ladies sang and 
kept us everyone entertained. There 
was plenty of camaraderie and 
bonding to keep the Skål spirit high.
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Sk. Anurag Gupta, Skål Bangalore 
President raises a toast

Sweet harmonies by the 
womenfolk filled the party hall
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SKÅL DELHI RINGS IN THE 
SEASON OF GOOD CHEER
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In a recent interview, Sk. Sunil Va, 
the newly-installed President of Skål 
Bombay, categorically states that the 
tourism stakeholders are looking at 
2022 with hope and are ready to give 
it their best to stay afloat and also do 
business in these challenging times of 
travel restrictions and lockdowns.

Sunil has some well-defined plans 
in place for his Club members. 
Participation management has been 
his mantra for a long time, and he 
believes the industry can certainly 
work as collaborators, leveraging on 
each other’s strength to make tourism 
for tomorrow more meaningful and 
impactful.

He has 28 years of experience in the 
travel and aviation industry, the last 
20 being with Oman Air, the national 
carrier of the Sultanate of Oman. For 
the last seven years, Sunil has been its 
Regional Vice President – ISC & APAC, 
based in Mumbai. He is responsible for 
its operations in the Indian subcontinent 
and the Far East. Earlier, he held the 

positions of Manager Regional Sales – 
ISC (based in Muscat), Country Manager 
(for North India and South India), and 
Sales Manager – Cochin. Prior to that, 
he worked with R.L. Aviation, where he 
was Sales Manager – Kerala.

Under his able stewardship, Oman 
Air was recently voted as the ‘World’s 
Leading Airline for Customer Experience’ 
at the 28th Annual World Travel Awards. 
“We’re committed to an exceptional 
customer experience and extremely 
proud of our latest big win,” says Sunil.

Sunil has been associated with Skål 
International since 2000. Prior to 
becoming Skål Bombay President, he 
was President of Skål Cochin, and an 
Executive Committee member of Skal 
Chennai. “Skal is a unique movement 
which houses professionals from 
all walks of travel-tourism 
and hospitality, and the key 
objective of every Skålleague 
is to do business with 
friends or facilitate this,” 
he says.

Sk. Sunil Va
President

Skål International Bombay (144)
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On the sidelines of the Skål India 
AGM in Mahabalipuram, you’d never 
have guessed that the unassuming 
gentleman from the Hyderabad Club 
(606), who goes by the name Sandeep 
Kumar Karwa would return home as  
Jr. Internal Auditor of Skål India. But 
the fact of the matter is Sk. Sandeep 
was elected unopposed to the post  
for 2021-23.

Sandeep is the founder and Managing 
Director of Miles High Travel Solution 
(I) Pvt Ltd., a travel company in 
Hyderabad. He looks a§er package 
designing, strategic partnerships, 
operations and overall growth of the 
company. He describes himself as an 
avid traveller himself, something that 
he believes has helped him design 
great itineraries at affordable costs. 
He also envisions making Miles High 
Travel Solutions a global footprint 
organisation – and which is why he 
offers packages for more than 90 

countries as on date.

Since its inception in 2004, Miles High 
Travel Solutions has been delivering 
customised package solutions to its 
customers across the globe. Sandeep 
believes that delivering tailored travel 
itineraries is the primary reason for 
his success story. The company has 
delivered 20,000+ packages to date.

His company’s international activity 
is mainly in Europe, North and South 
America, Canada, Asia, Australia, 
South Africa, and New Zealand. His 
main products and services include 
domestic and international packages, 
domestic and international ticketing, 
visas, and transfer arrangements. Miles 
High Travel Solutions takes care of a 
customer’s end-to-end hospitality, right 
from booking the flight tickets, to visa 
assistance, hotel booking, sightseeing, 
adventures, transportation and many 
more related activities.

Sk. Sandeep Kumar Karwa
Jr. Internal Auditor

Skål International India



Sk. B.S. Prashanth is a well-known 
name in the Travel & Tourism industry 
of Mysuru. He has been a part of the 
travel fraternity for over 20 years. 
Currently, he is the Managing Director 
of Safe Wheels Group of Companies.

Prashanth is from Mysore, Karnataka. 
He completed his Masters in 
Communication & Journalism from the 
prestigious University of Mysore. He 
entered the travel industry in the year 
1999. Safe Wheels is his dream-come-
true firm which offers various kinds of 
travel solutions at local, national and 
international levels.

Safe Wheels Tours & Travels is a 
household name in Mysore and 
beyond. The company owns over 100 
vehicles and is known for its safe and 
hassle-free travel services. Along with 
Safe Wheels, Prashanth runs another 
firm called Spice Trip. Both these firms 
offer various services including travel 
packages, ticket booking services, hotel 

bookings, travel desk operations, etc. 
He is a founder member of Karnataka 
Tourism Society, Honorary President 
of Mysore Travels Association, and an 
o�ce bearer of many travel-related 
associations.

His video, titled ‘Visit Mysuru’, which he 
made to promote tourism in Mysore won 
a National Award in 2017. This is a major 
feather in his crown. Being a traveller 
himself, he believes in the high potential 
of Mysuru being a tourist hub and he 
is working towards it. He is constantly 
involved in the improvisation of the 
Tourism industry in Mysuru through 
various associations and organisations.

Prashanth was elected as the 
Vice President of Skål Mysuru 
in 2019. Given his capability 
and astounding leadership 
qualities, it was no surprise 
that the members 
elected him as 
President in 2021.
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Sk. B.S. Prashanth
President

Skål International Mysuru (736)
With over 25 years in the hospitality 
industry, Sk. Sarat Valsraj, the 
President of Skål International Kochi 
has seen and done it all.

He started his career at The Leela 
Kempinski in Mumbai in 1996 as an 
F&B professional and was associated 
with the group for 11 years before 
moving on. He has since worked with 
Sahara Star and JMJ Group. Presently 
he is General Manager at The Zuri 
Kumarakom Kerala Resort & Spa, a 
5-star luxury property.

Prior to being elected President 
of Skål Kochi, Sarat served on the 
Executive Board for five years, He has 
been a Skålleague since 2014. He lists 
increasing the membership of the Club 
as his immediate focus area. Of equal 
importance to him is aligning with 
the UNDP Sustainable Development 
Goals in line with Skål’s international 
area of focus.

A Rotarian with Rotary Club of 
Kottayam, he served as Hon. Secretary 

thrice and was nominated as the 
Governor’s Group Representative for 
2022-23 in District 3211–Zone 31. He is 
an active member of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry, and a past Chairman 
of Kottayam Zone, and also a part of 
the Kerala State Council for 2021-22.

Sarat is a Hotel Management graduate 
from Mumbai University. He completed 
his Post-Graduation in International 
Trade from Symbiosis Centre for 
Learning & Development. He has done 
Strategic Management from the Indian 
Institute of Management, Kozhikode, 
followed by Business Administration 
& General Management from McIntire 
School of Commerce, University of 
Virginia.

Sarat is married with two school-going 
children. His spouse Saleela is a teacher 
at Pallikoodam School (Kottayam), 
and his children, Aadithya and Avantika 
study in the same school. He is an avid 
sportsman and likes cricket and tennis. 
He also likes travelling to explore 
historic places and offbeat locations.

Sk. Sarat Valsraj
President

Skål International Kochi (368)



First, the good news. On the last day 
of November, India logged 6,990 new 
coronavirus infections, the lowest in 551 
days, while active cases declined to 1,00,543, 
the lowest in 546 days, according to data 
provided by the Union Health Ministry. A 
significant demand is being witnessed in 
travel, especially for the domestic segment, 
which is seeing a rise of almost 300% in 
comparison to the pre-pandemic period. 
Starved of their livelihood for a year and a 
half, revenge tourism is getting to be the 
order of the day. I had already highlighted 
this fact in the last issue of KOTIN. Travel 
and tourism operators never had it so good. 
Or so they thought.

 Then, came Omicron (B.1.1.529), which 
is nothing less than yet another lethal 
arrow aimed at the heart of the travel 
industry. On 26th November 2021, WHO 
designated it a variant of concern on the 
advice of WHO’s Technical Advisory Group 
on Virus Evolution (TAG-VE).  Plainly put, 
Omicron is a variant of SARS-CoV-2 that 
was identified initially in Covid-19 patients 
in Botswana and South Africa. TAG-VE felt 
that this virus had too many mutations 
and may be easily spread globally causing 
a spike in Covid-19 cases worldwide.

It didn’t take long for the Indian Government 
to pull the plug. Its announcement on 
resuming international flights in December 
and the subsequent retrieval of that notice, 

citing concerns about this new coronavirus 
variant, has got airlines, travel companies, 
and travellers in a tizzy.

To make matters worse, amid global 
concerns over the Omicron strain of 
coronavirus, the Mumbai civic body 
mandated all domestic passengers 
landing at the city airport to carry a 
negative RT-PCR report not older than 
72 hours. In a circular, the BMC asked the 
Mumbai airport operator to communicate 
this new rule to all domestic airlines. The 
Maharashtra government further specified 
that passengers coming from ‘high-risk 
countries’ shall compulsorily undergo 
institutional quarantine for one week and 
take RT-PCR tests on the 2nd, 4th and 7th-
day post-arrival.

While preliminary research suggests 
that Omicron is more transmissible as 
compared to other variants, including 
Delta, most epidemiologists believe that 
it will not cause more severe disease 
compared to infections with other variants. 
Initial reported infections were among 
university students – younger individuals 
who tend to have more mild disease – but 
understanding the true level of severity 
of the Omicron variant will take several 
weeks, maybe months.  And since most 
variants of Covid-19, including Delta, which 
is dominant worldwide, can cause severe 
disease or death, in particular for the most 
vulnerable people, prevention is always 
recommended.

It’s not my wish to be a party pooper, 
especially during the festive season and 
with the Christmas and New Year holidays 
just around the corner. Now that the 
domestic sector has fully opened up, travel 
by all means. But travel safe. Maintain 
social distancing, wear a mask, sanitise 
regularly, and follow all Covid-19 protocols. 
But, hey, you know that already, don’t you?

Ivor Vaz
Author, Historian, Journalist
Editor – KOTIN
Skål International India

OMICRON IS THE  
NEW BUZZWORD
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ADVERTISE WITH US 
KOTIN, a trusted voice in the travel and tourism industry, is circulated amongst the 
members of Skål India, comprising industry professionals from the hospitality sector 
who form the most prominent and visible representatives of the various sectors of 
the industry – hoteliers, tour operators, airlines, tourism promotion boards, and travel 
consultants.

Skål India membership forms the crème de la crème of the industry, which includes key 
decision-makers including MDs, Presidents, Chairpersons, CEOs, CTOs, CIOs, COOs, 
CFOs, Vice Presidents, Project Heads, and General Managers, as well as heads of 
various departments in the hospitality industry, including Sales & Marketing Directors, 
Chief Engineers, Procurement Heads, Revenue Heads, Housekeeping Heads, Chefs, 
F&B Directors, etc.

KOTIN is circulated throughout the country through Skål’s 15 Clubs in Delhi, Kolkata, 
Bombay, Chennai, Kochi, Bangalore, Pune, Hyderabad, Goa, Trivandrum, Hyderabad, 
Coimbatore, Mumbai South, Mysuru, and the soon-to-be-launched Bhubaneswar.

KOTIN will also be distributed in the corporate sector to heads of marketing, sales, and 
travel departments.

KOTIN provides advertisers with a targeted audience who are high net worth individuals, 
entrepreneurs, investors, and senior corporate executives in the hospitality industry via 
carefully controlled distribution and circulation channels.

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF
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 FULL PAGE COLOUR Rs. 75,000
 DOUBLE SPREAD COLOUR Rs. 1,30,000
 INSIDE BACK COVER Rs.  90,000
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All Skål India members provided  
with a 20% Discount

For advertising details, contact  
Krishna Gopalan: 9822030908 
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